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PREFACE. 



xjL M O N G S T the numerous rivers with 
which our Ifland is fo richly ornamented 
aiid fertilized, the Wye, our prefent fubjeft 
of inveftigation, though in no very widely 
extended courfe, and itfelf only a tributary 
ftream, is yet in the production of the fub« 
Cme, of the grand and majeftic proudly 
eminent above its fellows. In a courfe of 
about eighty miles, the utmoft diftance it 
meafures from its fource, to its junction 
with the Severn, fo various and fuch an in- 
terefting piCturefque fcenery is perhaps no 

a where 
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where to be found, cither in this or any 
other country. 

Nature and Art have moft happily 
combined in opening their richeft ftores to 
diverfify and fpread fertility, grandeur and 
beauty over the country through which it 
flows : for its environ is not lefs highly dif^ 
tinguifhed and dreffed by the hand of art 
with caAles,* abbies, and villas beautifully 
feated on its banks, than it is iffelf favoured 
by nature, in the ftriking interchange of 
flioal and flood, wood and rock, meadow 
and precipice. With fo much, and in 
fo many various ways to allure and intereft, 
it was not poflibk that all its charms could 
have efcaped cither the penetrating eye of 
Tafte and Genius, or the peiKil of the in- 
quifitive, refined, and fyllematical Amateur^ 

and 
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«id accordingly many of its moft ftrikiiig 
features have employed the pens and the 
pencils of our Writers aad Artilb ; but thef 
Jiave, all of thera> beea either detached 
views and fingle objefts, or« if more has 
l>een comprehended in the defign of the 
Amateur or artift, the execu^on has been 
fiartial^ imperfed, or foreign to the fubje£t. 
The whole has never been fully exhibited to 
the eye of the lover of the fcenes of nature 
faithfully delineated. One ingenious au«- 
thor indeed has given obiervations upoa 
the river» and iuch as have unqueftionably 
merited the high commendations they have 
leceived from the admir:ers of the pi£):«« 
reique and beautiful : and he has accompa* 
nied his obiervations witli drawings. H$ 
idoes not however profefs to give exa£t repre- 
f<litations» or portr^s of the various ob« 
a 2 Je6ta 
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je6):s that prefent themfelveSy but sums ra- 
ther at exhibiting their general efFe£t <m 
the eye, when confidered technicallyi and as 
pi6lurefque forms by the learned and pro- 
felTed artift. 

Without interfering therefore with 
the plan of that much admired writer* or 
arrogating to himfelf fuperior fcience or 
knowledge of his rubje6^, the author of 
this work has, in conformity with his ori- 
ginal intention, fele£ted this river from 
amongft thofe not yet defcribed, in order to 
complete his hiftory of the principal rivers 
of this country : and, unable as he feels 
himfelf to render juftice to the dignity of 
his rubje6t, he builds his claim to public 
favor, on the fidelity with which he flatters 
himfelf he has delineated the fcenery. He 

would 
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Would wifh, and it is his aim, tW bis 
drawings fhould, Uke the tranfparent mirror 
of his ftream» truly reflect the landfcape 
that exifts around^ as well as the objefts 
that decorate its banksl And, content with 
the (imple charms and* varieties of nature, 
he cannot prevail upon himfelf to contem- 
plate in every winding of the ftream the 
forms of his' own idea, the image of his 
own mind and its complicated famenels, 
reflected again, and again ; but gives to his 
reader that, which, if he vilits the (pot, 
he trufts he will find, and, if the fpot is 
known to him already, he aflures himfelf 
he will recognize. 

The tremendous floods^ which, in the 
beginning of the year 1795, fubfcquent to 
thati in which thefe drawings were made, 

having 
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having (b completely fwept away feveral bxu^ 

cient, as well as elegant flruflures thrown 

acrofs this flream, may perhaps give fome 

additional value to the (ketches of them here 

Introduced. If not elfewhere preferved, 

Icarce a veftige of them remains to be re- 

ibrted to by the artift or by the architect 

whofe pmfeffion muft peculiarly en^le him 

to do matt juftice to the nature of the 
fybfic. 

The Hiftory* and Pidurefque Views of 
the River Severn are in great forwardnefs^ 
and will» it is prefumed^ be ready for publi- 
cation, in Two Volumes, Royal OfhtvOi in 
the courie of next yean 
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SECTION 1. 
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R O M a fmall fpflng near the fumttiit of 
Plinlimmon Hill, the boundary of the nor- 
thern part of Cardigan(hire» our river Wye 
derives its iburce. IfTuing from a fpacious 
hollow in this mountain, the water falls Ia 
a narrow ftreamlet feveral hundred yards 

A nearly 
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nearly perpendicular^ till meeting with v^« 
rious finall currents, it foon prefents itfelf in 
the ihape of an immenfe catara£^» rolling 
with aftonifhing rapidity over the rocky 
prominencies which feem to impede its 
colu^e. The name of this river appiai's 
anciently to have been a common appel* 
lation, either for river or water. Cam- 
den fays, that the word gwy or wy fignifies 

f^ater, and inftances the following xjuimes 
which have that termination^ as proofs of 
his opinion ; viz. Lhugwy, Dowrdwy, Ed- 
wy, Conwy, Elwy, Towy, Tawy, &c. &c« 
From the fame ridge of mountains, within 
two miles of the iburce of the Wye, the 
rivers Severn and Rydall derive their origin : 
'the* latter of which empties itfelf into t!fe 
Irifh fea at Aberyftwith. The views from 
this huge and dreary hill are wild and ex^ 
tenfive beyond defcription ; they exhibit 
mountains, rolling as it were, over each 
other, and under the mod: fublime forms and 

beau^ 
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beautiful hues, varying and fhiftlng till they 
jnfenfibly lofe themfelves and melt into the 
horizon. ' Wc were peculiariy fortunate in 
having a bright and clear day to view in all 
Its grandeur this fublime and pi6lure(que 
icenery ; an advantage which an experienced 
guide informed us had fcarce ever occured 
during a courfe of many years in thofe airy 
regxdhs^ where it was almoft invariably his 
fate to encounter a heavy and hazy atmof^ 
phere, commonly attended with rain. On 
this lofty mountain the famous Owen Glyn- 
dwr, in the fummer of 1401, pofled him- 
felfy fays the hiftorian, ^' with great policy 
^' at the head of a hundred and twenty men 
'^ of arms/* The fituation of Plinlimmon 
Hill being on the limits of Cardiganfhire and 
Montgomeryihire, was admirably adapted 
for receiving the fuccours of Kis vaffals and 
friends from every part of the principality. 
From this faftnefs his adherents^ who were 
(the terror of all that oppoled him, were per« 
A 2 pctually 
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petually maldng excurfions^ and plondeiing 
the neighbouring counties ; amongft which 
Montgomerylhire appears to h^ve been ths 
greateft fuffgrer. 

Thb birth cf this renowned herop^ of 
Wales, which happened on the 28th of 
May, 13541 appears by Hollingfhed and 
others, to have been marked with ftrang^ 
piefages of celebrity ; he fays^, that his cru<» 
elty was foretold at his nativity^ by the 
wonderful circumftancc of ** his father^s 
5< horfes being found (landing that night in 
^< the ftable up to their bellies in blood ^^ 
and Shakfpeare, in the following Hnes, put 
into the mouth of Glyndwr, thus defcribeg 
the vain glorious chieftain^ 

>■ ■■ ' ** At my birth 

** Thf front of Heayn was fall of fiery flutpet | 

^' The gpat« ran from the mount aint, and the berd^ 

** Were ftrangely ckmorous in the frighted fields i 

** Tbcfe figns have marked me cxtraordinaiy^ 

** And all the courfes of my life do ibew, 

«< I a(n not in the roU of common mei^.'* 

A m\ 
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: A ftill tskom ^ctraordinary cireuraftaaea 
is attached to the hiftory of tlus Wekh 
phenomenon. Jolo Goch* a cckbrsrted bartf, 
has not hefitated to confider the great event 
of hb Imth, as eqnalin importaiice to man-; 
kind with that of Jefua Chrift. 

The riyer Wye, in this its earlieft ftage^ 
is peculiarly marked with features of the 
grand and fublirae ; its amazing rapidity is 
perpetually interrupted by immenie lai^Q! 
ftones and rocky fubftances, and the rofli of 
its waters produces a folemn Qoii^* that 
jfeems as if they were 

«« CUdint iltt Soiws that ioppM dieir conrfe.'f 

The fpots of verdure and broken ground 
in the vio&ity of this rude fcene, the dsak 
-Oiades of iock> and beetling brows of the 
hills mth which it is bounded on either fide, 
form a fpe6fcade as majeftic and awful as 

the 
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the untaught imagination can paint, or that 
can prefent itfelf to the eye diroughout 
the range of this ifland« 

It 18 fimple nature in her pureft and 
grandeft form, and without a trace of her- 
handmaid art, without either cafUe, church, 
or ruin : objects that more than form the 
beautiful in pi£ture, that are eiientialiy ne^ 
ce(&ry, and can alone give dignity to the 
feeble works of man t without thefe the 
icenery is here completei • 

For feveral miles the country wears 
nearly the fame afpeft j one continued un-> 
dulating line of hills forms the diftances 
and the river, though of no coniiderable 
width, continues gently to roll over its 
locky.and gravelly bed, ^* making fweet 
^ inufic with the enamelled ftones i^ 



<* Giving • gentle kift to crery ifdgf 
^ He overuketh 19 kis pilgrimiige*** 

At 
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At a ^ftance of about fix miles from 
ita fource, in a village called Cumergar^ the 
Wye receives a confiderable body of water 
from the river Caftal. This River is full in 
vieW) and forms a beautiful otyeci from the 
road^ on the way to what is called the Devil's 
J^ridge,. At Cumergar is a wooden bridge 
called Pont-rhyd Gallad ; it is the firft that 
is thrown acrofs this river^ and the fcenerj 
around it is extenfive and beautiful. The 
Wye here loles much of its impetuofity and 
confequently of its grandeur : its rocky bed 
is foftened and in many places fpread with a 
mere gravelly fubftance, and at this fummer 
feaibn is confiderably narrowed^ and fre- 
quently left perfeftly dry. From the conti- 
nual acceflion, however, of Iprings and 
rills, that ilTue from the ndghbouring moun- 
tains, it is not known to. remain long in 
that ftate« From hence, on an eafy afcent, 
a tolerable road leading to Llanidlos runs pa- 
rallel with the ftream, and affords a beautiful 

ride 
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jriie till we approach the wretched village of 
Llangerig : amon^ whofe clay pottages 
widiout chimneys, churhfli boors^ and four 
milk and black bread, the only refre(h« 
ment it fuppliedi our weary fpirits were 
filled with rapture at the beauties of that 
ittuation, to which extreme penury^ lavage 
iiature, or infenlibiltty could alone be in-^ 
different i They were £o impreiCve, that 
Within a mik of this village we determined 
to ftop» flattering oorielves with the hope 
that by the aid of the pencil^ we might be 
enabled to g^ve the chara6fceriftic features oi^ 
a country, which we utterly delpair by any 
powers of language diat we could com« 
mand in any adequate manner to commu- 
tiicate* 

About three miles below Lhngerig^ in ft 
^rathem diredion, the river Darnel, which 
derives its fource from the hills that bear itsi 
tiame, e«ipties kfelif mto the Wye, Pur^ 

filing 
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ifiiing ^e courfe of the river, the Nanerth 
k-ocks in an extait of near three miles, form 
a beautiful &reen to its northern bank. 

On this fpot the Wye, in an eafy bend, 
gently rolls over its rugged bed, while the as- 
cending road, girting the immenfe hills that 
are enriched with ipreading oaks and.luxu* 
riant underwood, peculiarly invited the pen- 
cil: Through thefe, the rocks in various 
fantaftic foiins, perpetually break upon the 
eye, and the cottages interfperfed among the 
diftant hills, relieve the wide-fpread and ex-> 
tended fcenery. On the brow of a rifing 
hill) in the fore ground, a group of cattle 
which covered it, ieemed at the inftant, as 
if placed there by defign to complete the 
view. Beneath, the gentle river Marteg, the 
receptacle of many fmaller dreams that arife 
in the vicinity of Llanidlos, ripling over its 
pebbly bed, lofes its name and its current in 
the broader channel of the Wye. 

B SEC- 



( " ) 



SECTION. IL 

ROM Nanerth rocks, after a pieafairt 
ride of aboat three mUe$ on the bank of the 
Wye, we reached Rhaidr Gwy; the word 
Rhaidr fignifies a cataraft, or fall of water^ 
and is frequently applied to thofe falls^ 
among the mountains of Snowden in Car* 
parvonihire* 

CAM0EN Teems to think that from the 
word Rhaidr, the county (^ Radnor, through 
the weft angle of which, this river dire£ts 
its courie derived its name. The bridge at 
Rhaidr confifts of one wide arch, which from 
its bafe forms a very large iegment of a cir« 
€le. It is a plain ftru£):qre and has little but 
its romantic accompaniments to recommend 
it I the immenfe pile of rocks on which it 
b elevated, carries the arch (b high as to 
B 2 afford 
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aiFord from beneath it, an extenflve profpe^t 
of the adjoining country, in which a fmall 
Welfh bidlding cailed Cwmtather Church 
appears in a whimfical point of view. Th^ 
annexed (ketch was taken from below the 
bridge, where the combination of objects is 
wonderfully grand ; and in this dry feaibn^ 
difplays in full force the ponderous rocky 
iubftances of which it is compofed. But in 
confequence of this drought, we had the 
Qiisfortune to lofe the difplay.and thun-f 
der of its catara6l, which a lefs friendly ftate 
of the elements would have exhibited in all 
its grandeur. .The ftones over which the 
waters in this vicinity roll, are of an immenfe 
fizci, and in their.forms, partake both of thp 
majeftic, and the grotcfque ; their diverfified 
hues, and vaft angular proroinepcies afford 
in certain lights and in fome feaibjns of the 
day, under the rays of a bright fivi the moft 
brilliant and pi6lurefque efFe£l. Over th^ 
l)ridge pades the h^h road th^t lead$. to Ab^r 

lyftwytl^^^ 
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lyftwith, and a more rugged and dreary path, 
is perhaps fcarce to be trod in any of the f re« 
quented parts of this principality. Rhaidr, 
though now but a miferable place, derived 
formerly fomc confequence from its caflle, 
which was advantageoufly fituatcdin a nook 
of the river not far from the bridge, but 
of which no trace at prcfent remains. Near 
the fpot whereon the caftle flood is a deep 
trench cut out of a folid rock, and not fai- 
diftantp are feveral large Tumuli, or Bar- 
rows, called in Wehh, Kern, and Keido. 
Thefe are conjeflured to have been raifcd as 
memorials of the dead, Camden confirms 
this idea, and obferves, not very confidently 
indeed with the refpcft due to the me- 
moFy of the departed, ** that it is ftill the 
<< cuftom to caft heaps of flones on the 
^' graves of maIefa£tors and felf vfmcm 
♦< derer^/' 

4t wh^t period th^ ^aftl? at Rhaidr was 

Iniilt 
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built is not afcertainedi but it was repaired 
by Rhys Prince of South Wales in the reign 
of Richard the firft, and near it fays Cam* 
den, '' is a vaft wildemefs rendered very 
^^ difmal by many crooked ways and high 
mountains, into which as a proper place 
of refuge, that bane of his native country^ 
*< King Vortigera, whof? very memory the 
*^ Britons curie, withdrew himfelf, when he 
^^ had at laft repented of his abominable 
*' wickednefs^ in calling in the Englifh 
** Saxons, and inceftuoufly marrying his owa 
** daughter/* 

Hrs addrefs to the BaronSi on the fub« 
je£l of calling in the aid of the Saxons, is 
thus recorded by an anonymous author. 



*• My Lords, vain compliment would fuit but ill 
** The prcfcnt time, I therefore briefly thank you, 
** But e'er we part, fain woqld I crave your hearing, 
♦* Our Troops have now been long difus'd to War— 
H Yet do not think I me^n their fame to tarnifli, 

« Or 
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^ dr on a Briton throw the damned flur 

* Of fiiameful cowardice. No, my good Lords,*** 
** But though their ribi do ferve as caftle walls, 

*^ And faft imprifon their ftvong Lion hearts, 
^ Yet e'en the Lion^ when full gorg'd with food 

* Will balk and tamely ky him down to fleep-^ 
*^ Then in fuch fort» hath undifturbed peace, 

^ And want of cuftom^ (nature's fubftitutc,* 
*< That changes e'ien our vefy properties) 
«< Soften'd their manbood. Thei!i t'were poUcjr 
^^ That we (hould court the Saxons to our aid ! 
^ This too will in our Britons raife the flame 
** Of bright and generous emulation. 

* Say Lord»! doth tins my propofltion pleafe you? 



Below Rhaidr we fbon loft fight of that 
immenfe rocky icenery, fo eminently charac* 
fcrizing its neighborhood, and every reach 
•f the river ;^klded additional richnefs and 
verdure. A detail of each minute change 
•f profpe6t that occurs ii^ a tour of this 
nature, hovirever gratifying at the momenf 
to the eye of the curious and pi£lurefque 
traveller^ would be tedious and unintereft^ 
ing } k is therefore the bufinefs of defcrip- 

lion 
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tion to record only the mod material otn 
}t€ts as they occur^ and leave imagination 
to paint the reft. About three miles below 
Rhaidr, the Wye receives a confideraUe 
fupply of water from the riVers Eland aiid 
Clanven, which unite at a diftance of about 
four miles from their conflux with our ri- 
ven Below this a copious ftream called the 
Ither» which in its cdurfe receives the Dulas 
and Comar, makes a confiderable addition to 
the waters of the Wye. From the brow of 
a hill about two miles before we reach the 
towii of Builthi the fcehery is peculiarly 
beautiful, the river fpreads itfelf into a bay^' 
and the immenfe rocky fubftances with 
which its bed has hitherto been fpreadi rife 
here in various detached forms tnany yards 

above its furface^ exhibiting fo many fmall 
iflands^ and agreeable breaks in the fore 

ground of the landfcape 

The annexed view was fketched from 

this 
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this ipot^ in which it is much to be regret- 
ted that the bridge of Builth could not be 
introduced, as it would confiderably have 
added to the beauty of the fcenery. Builth 
is a town of little confequence, yet from its 
antiqmty, and the falubrity of its air, it be- 
comes highly deferving our attention. We 
happened to be there on a market day, when 
the town was fo thronged with people, that 
we could fcarcely pafs through it. It re- 
fembled rather a fair than a market, and the 
immenfe croud colle£ted together, prefented 
to the eye a (cene in efFefl, fimilar to that of 
one continued mafs of long blue cloaks^ 
apparently in perpetual motion. Not a 
houfe, nor a ftable but was occupied, and it 
was really a matter of aftonifhment, that in 
fo Imall a town, and on fo common an oc- 
cafion as that of a weekly market, fuch a 
vaft concourie of people fhould have been 
aiiembled ; but a market or fair, is the pride 

C and 
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and glory of the Welfli ; and, happy fouls ! 
why (hould they not in a fultry fammcr^'s 
day, enjoy the fuffocating luxury of a long 
blue cloaky as well as the Londoner his 
fummer theatre^ amidft '* the raging dog 
•' ilar's heat/* 

In an cztoifive tour through Wales, I 
witnefled a fcene at Aberyftwith very fimilar 
to that I have >uft defirribed, and as the Air*^ 
Tounding dlge£ts were there more peculiarly 
marked with the piflurefque than tiiofe 
at Builtby a reprefentation of the fcene^ 
although at a confideraUe diftance from 
hefice, may perhaps not prove unacceptable 
to the reader. In tliis view appears part of 
the caftellated dwelling of Uvcdale Price^ 
£fq; a man not lefs diftinguiihed for the 
elegance with which he cultivates the fine 
arts, than for his powers of difcrimination, 
and the accuracy with which he defines them* 

The 
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The houfe is recently erefted on the fhorc, 
and commands an exteniive profpedl of 
the fea, the only one in fa£): it does com- 
mand. 

At this market or fair, the ufual arti- 
fices to amufe and delude, were* exhibited 
with the ufual fuccefs $ other centuries 
revolve, and other generations arife, but 
ruftic manners remain unchanged, the 
fame purfuits occupy the mind, and the 
feme toys intereft and beguile. There were, 
'' Ribbands of all the colors ith' rain- 
^' bow. Dancing and mufic, ballads all piti«- 
** ful and true, one of a fifh that appeared 
** upon the coaft, on Wednefday the four^ 
" fcorc of April, forty thoufand fadom 
•* above water." Autolicus with all his 
rhetoric could not more artfully have dif^ 
played his wares, nor could the following 
}ines have had a better effe£l on his audi- 
tors than the tricks prefented here* 

C z " Lawn 
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*' Lawn as white as driven fnow, 

** CypTVLt^ black as e*er was crow ; 

<< Gloves as fweet as damaflc rofes, 

^' Maflcs for £ices, and for nofes ; 

^< Bugle bracelets, necklace amber^ 

^* Perfume for a lady's chamWr i 

*< Golden quoifs, and ftomachers, 

^ For my lads to givs their dears ; 

^* Pins and poking- fticks of fteel, 

<c What maids lack from bead to heal: 

^ Come, buy of me, come : come, buy, come, bay» 

^ Buy, lads, or^elfe your lafTes cry : come buy/* 



BuiLTH is happily encompafTed with a 
range of hills that afford (helter to the place^, 
and fcreen the neighbouring woods with 
which it is enriched. On the ikirt of the 
town ftand the remains of an ancient caftle; 
they comprife near four acres of grounds 
and though not fufficiently maffed to form 
an obje£t for the pencil, yet the remdnlng 
fragments convey a general idea o f its for- 
mer dignity. 

The eminence which is contiguous to 

the 
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Uie remains of the fortrefs, denotes what the 
Romans called the Prcfidium. This caftle is 
reported to have heen ere£led by the Breofet 
and Mortimers, after the demolition of a 
former one by Rhys ap Gryffydh. Ptolomy 
calls the town of Builth, Bullaeum Silurum, 
from whence it derived its name^ but Do6):or 
Horfely is inclined to think that the ancient 
Bullseum of Antoninus^ was at Uike in 
Monmouthihire, from the ruins of a 
Roman fort^ or city, being found there. 
The neighbourhood of that place is ftiU 
called Bualht. 

Traversing the vicinity of the caftlc, 
our Welfti guide pointed out to us a field 
at about two miles diftance, called Cavan^ in 
which Prince Llewellyn is reported to have 
been buried, and fo fertile he obferved was 
the foil, that each ftem bore two heads of 
corn. 

From 
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From tbe fame authority, we are told that 
as that Prince was one day crofling the field 
in difgulfe, he aiked of an old woman the 
name of a fmall brook that ran acrofs it| 
who replied, it was called Nantytrrad, 
then laid he, let it in future be named 
Cwm Lle«rell3rn, for that ihall be the burial 
place of that Prince^ Where is there a 
Welchmen who does not deplore the lofs of 
his brave Llewellyn i but our guide drew 
much confolation from their being yet a 
good Prince of Wales, who in the hour of 
need, would certainly defend and fight for 
his countrymen. Llewellyn is reported to 
have been murthered in a fmall caftle that 
flood at a place called Llechryd, about 
one mile from Builth, while he was medi« 
tating his efcape into Glamorganflilre. A 
modern houfe, with ^ moat furroundtng it 
that includes about three acres, marks the 
fpot whereon the caftle flood* Builth Caftle 
js well fituated for defence, it ftands on an 

eminence. 
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tminetiCe* and the point of land, is in part 
iurrounded by the beautiful river Irvon^ 
which in a femicircular direfiion winds its 
courfe into the Wye, about half a mile 
above the town. This river is of confider«> 
able width, and derives its fource from 
the hills in the vicinity of Strata Flonda 
in the county of Cardigan ; thence after 
taking a fouth weft direction it winds to* 
wards the north eaft^ and falls Into the V^ye 
near Builth/ Within a fmall diftance of 
its jundion with our river^ it receives a 
brook called the Wevery, which rifes on the 
BrecknockOiire hills abought eight miks 
diftant^ and produces remarkable high fla* 
voured falmon and trout^ 

Near to the Wye a new ftone bridge is 
buikling over the Irvon^ contiguous to the 
old one which was of wood. This new 
ftrufhire confifts of fix eliptical arches } it 
is ere£ling at the joint expence of the coun^ 

ties 
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ties of Brecon, and Radnor. The elevated 
Ijpan of the upper circle of this bridge, how- 
ever neceflary here from the great floods 
that happen in the winter feafon, is yet a taftc 
too prevalent in the general conftru£tion of 
our bridges* The bed of the upper furface 
is ufually fo high as to become a large 
fegment of a circle; this cuftom militates 
not only againft every principal of utility to 
the horfe and traveller, but (huts out the ge- 
neral profpeftj which even by an artift whoie 
ideas are not too narrowly confined to his 
own fcience, (hould in a country like this 
be made an obje£l of fbme conlideralioh. 

In Italy and France, a contrary fyi!lem 
has very judicioufly been adopted, by which 
means, in every point of view the eye finds 
relief from the diverfified fcenery around. 
This practice is fupported by the claffical 
productions of the elegant Claude Lorraine, 
wh0| whether he defigns from nature, or has 

recouife 
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fecourfe to his own refined ideas of his art, 
. alv^ays adheres to this principle. Near Builth 
ilre the remains of Llandrindod-wells, once in 
high efteem, ahd cdebrated for their excellent 
medicinal quality. This fpring of water 
iffues out of the fide of a rock, which is of 
the flate kind, it is ftrongly impregnated with 
Aitrous fait, fulphur, and fleel ; and produces 
an efFefl fimilar to the waters of Scarborough 
tod Cheltenham, but it is of a more power- 
fully quality. The wells are now greatly ia 
decay, and confequently are not fb much fre- 
quented as formerly. On a high hill named 
Caven Durris, about a mile from Builth, 
David Thomas, Efq; has ere6ted a handfomc 
flone refidence, which when viewed from the 
town, appears too much expofed, but on 
a near approach, is found to be happily 
fcreened from the northern winds by the fur- 
rounding hills : It command a very noble 
and extenfive view, as well on its own level 
towards the South, as from that part which 
D looks 



looks down towards the town of Builtb^ and 
fit the fame time includes a beautiful com- 
inand of the meanderiog cou;*re of the rivers 
^ye and Iryon, and of the extenfive bridgp 
ff Puilth in ^ vale beneath. This bridge 
if 9 iimple and well conftruded modern edi- 
§cfif ppnfifting of fix arches, within a mile of 
fv^ipi^ ^ fpiall river called the Dihono having 
^ Caa^ll )>ridge of one arch thrown over ir^ 
cgipties itfelf into the Wye. From the ferry 
^ ^^t}p bdow^ a beautiful reach of the river 
U^pinsaiff \n a view of the fmall remsdns of 
^U^eradHiray c^ftle^ of which no hiftory is to 
^ traced. Its ruin is very infignificant, little 
Hf^ore that} a ftone walU now ever grown with 
ivy remains. At the extremity of it are the 
fr^ipents of two round towers. Thefe 
rude fpecimens of art, are ^nely con« 
traded by the adjoining and truly wonder-* 
(ill produ&ions of nature. Thefe are an im« 
inenfe range of rocks miming parrallel with 
the river, exhibiting a variety of the moft 

ftrange 
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Grange and fantaftic forms imaginable. In 
diflerent points of vievf, they convey to the 
mind, the ideaof fb niany towers and caftles' 
(hooting from amidft the oak coppices an<f 
odier (hriibs that inrich this majefticfce^ 
lieryl Thefe vaft prominencies in their va- 
rious (hapes, rsfeelved at the inftaht of view- 
ing them, additional grandeur and elFefl' 
from the folenin fliade, produced by a dedir* 
iling fun, and preiented a icene truly Wmv 
thy the pendl of a Salvator, or amongft our 
countiynied, his rival, the late John Morti« 
nier. Near this charming'' fpot, the rivtir 
Ed«^, froiii which thelb rocks derive thdr* 
nami;, empties itfelf into our river. For' 
a coUfiderable' dift^nce in palling down th^ 
Wye, we have on a fmaller fcale perpe- 
tual breaks of the fame rocky kind of 
fcencry till we reach Llangoed, the feat of 
Mr. Edwards; from hence we ride through 
a'diarroing wood of young oaks, railged 
fiUr a conliderable diftance on ah elevated 

D 2 bank 
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bank of the Wye, they give at each breal^ 
gnd opening, an enchanting view of our 
1)eautiful and pidtqrefcju^ ^yv^ wl^ch on 
the approach to 9 village called Swains, 
about a mile diftant, wears the ^ppearwcQ 
of an extenfiye bay, while the mountains in 
the back ground gr^du^lly recede, and the; 
general f^^ce of the Ijindfcape gifumes a nevir 
ch^ra^ter. In the annexed view of Glaie- 
bury, th^ fc^e when contr^fted with that 
at Aberedw^y or z% Builth, will bed illuf* 
tr^te this idea, here ^\\ around wears ai\ 
air of placidity ; the river's rocky bed nq 
more agitates the water in its cpurfe^ it flow$ 
a trancjuil ^nd a gentle ftream, refle6ied 01^ 
whofe glaffy furface under the evening's 
lengthening fhade 

*^ t)own bend its banks, the trees depending grow } 
. ^. ^pd fties henea(h with anfw'ring colors glovf • 

In the midft of this rich and beautiful 
vfilley, ai) elegant flone bridge of feven 

arches 
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lu-ches k thrown acrofs the riven It was 
haiit ahout fourte^ years ago by the family 
of Edwards, under the diredion of their 
father^ the celebrated archite£i of Pont-y- 
pridd. The adjoining view was made in 
Auguft, 179^; in the enfuing winter the 
bridge was totally d^royed, whif:h wilj in 
in fome degree give value to this (ketch^ 
^s a memorial of that which is at pref^nt, 
little more th^ a wreck $ every ^ch of 
it having bpen blown up by the forrpnt 
of ice, which poured down on the very (ud- 
den thaw, after the long froft in th$ begin* 
ing of 17^5. 



SEC. 
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heral outline of an Italian landicape. Tki 
face of this fcenery and bridge is fully illui^ 
trative of the pofition laid down in the laft 
ieflion, of the fuperior beauty of flat bridges 
over thofe that are elevated. This bridg6 
is formod of feven arches and in the year 
17951 met with a fimilar fate to the prece^ 
ding one^ and which were thrown acrofs 
the torrents that pour themfelves along the 
yallies of this mountainous country. 

The purple hue of the diflance called 
the black mountains^ affords a good back^ 
ground to this fcenery, which is heightened 
by the rich glow of a noon-tide fun, dart* 
ing at the inftant^ and giving force and re* 
lief to every obje£t. Thefe mountains ex- 
tend fourteen or fifteen miles towards a 
place called Monmouth Cap, about eight 
miles from Abergavenny* The head of 
water in the fore groud of the view, is 
formed from a finall river called Boonewayne 

Brook^ 
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Brook, which fupplies the neigbouring mill 
with water; the goat who flood brqwfing 
on a high bank of the river before us, was 
an obje£l we were not accuftomed to meet, 
with even in Wales, as I do not remember 
to have feen more than three, in the courfe 
cf a long tour through this country. 

The town of Hay was formerly called 
Hain, it derives its name from the Britifh 
word Trcgelhi, which, fays Camben " may 
** be rendered Hafely, or Hafleton j it ap- 
" pears to have been well known to the 
*^ Romans, fome remains of their walls 
** being ftill vifible, and many of their coins 
*' having been found here." He likewife 
fays '^ the ancient town was confumed 
" by fire by the profligate rebel, Owen 
** Glyndwr or Glendower, in his marches 
*' through this country/' Our divine bard 
has put the following lines into the mouth 
• E of 
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of Glendowcr, when fpcaking of his anta- 
gonift. 

*' Three tiires hath Hgnry BoSnghroh made head 
** Againft my pow'r, thrice from the banks of ffye^ 
^ And iandy-bottom'd Sevim^ have I fent 
^ Him bootlefs home, and weather-beaten back." 

This place anciently belonged to Wil- 
liam de Brus, Lord of Brecknock, and was 
nearly deftroyed by Lewis, Dauphin of 
France, in 1216, who had been invited into 
England by the Barons difafFe£led to King 
John. 

The town of Hay is fituated on the er- 
treme iangle of Brecknockfliire, and on the 
borders of Herefordfhire. Near the church, 
on the higheft land on the brink of the ri- 
ver, there anciently ftood a caftle built by 
the Normans, of which little more now 
remains than a mound of earth, and the en- 
trench- 
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trenchments that flirround it. The prefcnt 
caftle Hands nearly in the centre of the 
town. Its Gothic entrance, and the Ivy 
over*growing the remains of the ancient 
tower, produce a ftriking efFe6t on the ap- 
proach to this venerable ruin. 

A LARGE houfe adjoining, is the pro^ 
perty of Richard Wellington, Efqj It is 
erected on the fite of the old caftle,^ and ap- 

4)ears to have been the Work of the age of 
James I. Within a few years, it has been 

.modernized, by which it has in fome degree 
been ftripped of that fmall fhare of the pic- 
turefque, that in fome inftances is to be 
found even in that barbarous age of archi« 
tefture. As the caftle is not generally no- 
ticed by the traveller, nor has any print that 
I can learn, ever yet been given of it, the 
annexed view may not prove unacceptable to 

,the curious enquirer. On quitting Hay, 

the Wye receives a confiderable body of 
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water from the river Dulas, acrofs which is 
a done bridge of one arch. Thus affifted, 
our river becomes a copious ftream, and has 
been long rendered navigable in the winter 
feafons. For this purpofe two ftatutes 
were pafTed in parliament, the one in the 
fourteenth of Charles II. the other in the 
feventh of William HI. 

About two miles below the town, the 
ruin of the once famous Clifford caftle pre- 
fents itfelf ; it ftands on a confiderable emi- 
nence on the bank of the Wye, is well fitu- 
ated for defence, and forms a boundary to 
the weftern part of the county of Hereford. 
Its walls are not fufEciently high, nor are 
the parts fo broken and irregular as to afford 
a complete pifturefque objedt, but it has yet 
confiderable attraftions to merit the notice 
of the fpeculative and inquifitive traveller; 
Camden fays, that it is recorded in doom^s- 
day book, to have been built by William 

Fitzofborn, 
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Fitzoflborn, Earl of Hereford. It came after- 
wards to Walter, the fon of Richard de 
Fonts, a Norman, who came into England 
with William the Conqueror, Walter took 
his name of De Clifford from this caftle, and 
from him defcended the illuftrious family 
of the earls of Cumberland. We (hall not 
enter into a detail of the warlike exploits 
performed in this place, but confine our« 
fclves to the well known ftory of fair Ro- 
famond, daughter of an earl of Clifford^ 
who was born in this caftle* The ftory, 
whether fabulous or true, has been deemed 
not unworthy the attention, both of the 
poet and hiftorian. Mafter Hollinlhead in 
his ufual quaintnefs of ftyle, thus (peaks of 
King Henry the fecond*s incontinence, and 
of his particular attachment to the fair 
Rofamond, ^* for not contented with the 
*' ufe of his wife, he kept many concubines, 
** but namely he delited moft in the com- 

" panic 
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panic of a pkafant damofcU^ whome he 
'cleped the rofe of the world> the common 
people named hir Rofamond^ for hir paffing 
Jieaptie, pi:operneire of perfon^ and plea- 



« 

cc 

^' fant wit, with other amyable qualities, 
^' being verily a rare and peerelefle peece in 



thoie days. He made for hir an houfe 
" at Woodftocke in Oxfordfliire, like to a 
" laberinth, that is to.meane, wrought like 
^* a knot in a garden, called a maze, with 
^' fuch turnings and windings in and out, 
" that no creature might finde her nor 
*' coroe to hir, except he were inftrufted by 
" the king, or fuch as were fecrete with him 
^* in that matter. But the common report 
" of the people is, that the queene finally 
" found her out by a filke thread, whiche 
" the king had drawne forth of hir chamber 
*' with his foote, and dealte with hir in fuch 
♦* ftiarpe and cruell wife, that fhe lyvcd not 
*' long after. She was buried in the Nun- 
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** rie of Godftow befide Oxfordc, with thcfc 
** vcrfcs u|>on hif tumbe." 



** Hie jacet in tumulo, Rofamundi non RoCununday 
^ Non redolet led olet, quae redolere foIet«" 



We cannot quit this fubjefl, the family' 
of the De Cliffords^ without adverting to 
another of its noble defcendants^ George Clif- 
ford, the third earl of Cumberland, who in 
1525, was advanced to the dignity of an eafL 
The feats of this adventurous and renowned 
warrior, are tranfmitted to us by various 
hiftorians, and though to many perfons they 
may be well known, yet fome mention of 
him in this place, may not be thought irre^ 
levant to our fubjefl. This nobleman was 
one \)f the peers who fat in judgment on 
MarV Queen of Scots, and became after^ 
waids a great favourite of ber coufin Eliza- 
beth. 
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beth. He fignalized himfelf highly nt fea 
in various engagements againft the Spa^ 
niards^ and behaved with much intrepidity 
during the memorable encounter with the 
invincible Armada. In confequence of his 
gallantry the Queen created him an Admi- 
raly and a few years after, a Knight of 
die Garter} he was likewife one of the 
lords fent out with the forces to reduce the 
Earl of Effex. He died in London at 
the Savoy, at the age of forty feven^ in 
the year 1605. 

We cannot pafs ovei' a firiking inftance 
of gallantry, in this extraordinary hero, as 
recorded by Mr. Pennant, which appears 
fully to keep pace with his bravery as a 
naval commander^ '^ At an audience, 
** which tixe earl had after one of his 
^' expeditions. Queen Elizabeth^ perhaps 
*• defignedly, dropped one of her gloves* 

His 
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" His lordfhip took it up, and prefented it 
" to her; upon which flie gracioufly de-. 
*' fired him to keep it as a mark of her 
** efteem. He adorned the glove witli dia^ 
" monds^ and wore it in the front of his 
" high crowned hat on days of tour- 
" nament^" This circumftance is recorded 
in a vQvf curious and rare print of the earl, 
engraved by Robert White, in which the 
glove appears. Another inftance of the 
queen^s favor to this earl of Cumberland^ 
was, her appointing him her champion in 
her tilting matches, in which exercife he 
excelled all the nobility of his time. His 
magnificent armour worn in this age of chi* 
valry, was adorned with rofes and fleur de 
lis, and is now preferved at Appleby Caftlc 
in Weftmoreland. He married Margaret, 
third daughter of Francis earl of Bedford, 
by whom he had three children, two fons 
who died young, and a daughter named 

F Anne, 
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Anne, who was fuccefllvely manied to Ri- 
chard carl of Dorfet, and to Philip earl of 
Pembroke and Montgomery, 

This lady appears by the following 
letter to have inherited with the family 
cftatcSj all the bravery and fpirit of her 
great anceftors. Sir Jofeph Williamfon, 
when fecretary of ftate to Charles the 11. 
wrote to the Countefs, wilhing to name a 
candidate to her for the borough of Ap- 
pleby^ to which fhe returned the following 
fpirited anfwer " I have been bullied by an 
" ufurper, I have been neglefted by a court, 
** but I will not be diflated to by a fubjeft. 
*• Your man (han't ftand." 

^' ANNE, DORSET; 
" Pembroke and Montgomery.'* 



Dr. 



. ( 43 ) 

Dr. Campbell, in his Philofophy of 
Rhetoric, highly commends the expreflion 
of this letter, he fays, *' an ordinary fpirit 
** would have employed as many pages to 
" exprefs the fame thing, as there are af- 
*' firmations in this fhort letter." Of this 
extraordinary lady. Dr. Donne remarked, 
** that in her younger years, (he knew well 
" how to difcourfe of all things, from pre- 
^* deftination, to flea-filk/* 

From this digreflion, which we hope will 
not prove uninterefting, we return again to 
the main fubjedl of our enquiry. 

The winding and mazy courle of the 
Wye in about two miles, brings us to 
Whitney, where, in 1794, the piers and 
part of the arches of a new flone bridge 
were in great forwtrdnefs, but in the fuc* 
ceeding fpring, the whole was fwept aw^y 

F z by 
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by that fudden thaw and torrent, whofe de« 
vaftations we have more than once had oc«- 
cafion to notice. In this unfinilhed ftate, 
the bufy fcenery of the various artificers 
at work, a ferry boat perpetually in motion, 
and the diftant village church, peeping above 
the hills in the back ground, produced alto* 
gether a fubjeft well worthy the pencil ; but 
from the confined nature of this work, and 
the abundant rich, and luxuriant fcenery, we 
have yet to difplay, we feel it impoffible to 
infert every object in pi6hire, however highly 
it may merit our notice in defcription. Faf- 
fing feveral beautiful villages, we reach WiU 
lerfley, in the vicinity of which, the extenfivc 
range of Merbidge Hills afforded us, from 
their fummit, a grand and cxtenfive view of 
the furrounding country. Another noble 
objc£l prefents itfelf in this neighbourhood^ 
which bears the name of Brobery's Scar ; its 
principal attra^ions are the bold and ma* 
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jeftic roughnelTes of its form, that contrail 
beautifully with the views, more immedi- 
ately upon the eye, on the bank of our river* 
Hence^ amidft a profufion of rich and beau« 
tiful fcenery, at a place called Rhydfpence^ 
the river quits Radnorlhire, and glides its 
cafy courfe towards Bradwardin, This town 
ftands on an eafy afcent on the bank of 
the Wye, and prefents itfclf in a happy point 
of view above the bridge, the northern bank 
of the river rifes to a confiderable height^ 
and is richly cloathed with (hrubbery. In 
the annexed view we have aimed at a repre- 
fentation of this beautiful and romantic 
fcene. The river here acquires a confider- 
able width, and though in a dry feafbn, 
has a proportionable depdi of water. In 
this vicinity there was formerly a caftle> of 
which very little remains. This place gave 
birth, and name to the famous Thomas 
firadwardiui Archbifhop of Canterbury^ 

whO| 
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who, from his variety of knowledge and 
proficiency in the abftrufc branches of learn- 
ing, obtained his title of Doftor Profundus. 
Below this village we glided down this deep 
and majeflic flream, amidft a rich and fertile 
country, till we reached Mocca's Court, the 
feat of Sir George Cornwall, Bart. It is plea- 
fantly fituated on an eminence, on the fou« 
thern bank of the Wye, within a fpacious 
park, and commands a full and extenfive 
view of the beautiful meanderings of the 
riven 

This place was anciently called Moches, 
and formed a part of the poffeflions of 
St. Guthlach, in the City of Hereford. 
The ancient houfe flood below the fite of 
the prefent, which is a modem ftrufturc, 
and was in part built from the ruin of 
Bredwardin Caftle. In defcending towards 
Hereford we pafTed a variety of elegant 

villas. 
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villas, rich in fituation, and very happily 
felefted as fummer refidences; amongft thefe 
Belmont, the feat of Dr, Matthews, is pecu- 
liarly worthy of attention. The views from 
hence, in each direftion of the river, are 
highly attraflive, and art and nature under 
the guidance of tafte, are happily combined 
to produce a rich and beautiful efFe6l. 
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SECTION. IV. 

HIS view of the ancient bridge and 
venerable cathedral of Hereford, affords the 
moft piflurefque, and firiking combinatioa 
of objefts, that came within our obfervation. 
The bridge is of ftone, and confifts of eight 
Gothic archeSy it is evidently of great anti- 
quity, but at what period it was built, hif« 
tory affords little information on which we 
can rely. Leland conjeflures that it was 
eref^ed about the fame time with the caftle^ 
that is» foon after the conqueft. 

The prefent beautiful cathedral, fays 
Camden, " was founded by bifliop Reinelm, 
** in 1079, ^^ *^^ ^^^S" ^^ Henry I. and by 
•* his fucceffors was enlarged, by adding to it 
" a neat college and fine houfes for the pre- 
** bendaries/' The BiQiop, he likewife fays,. 
G " has 
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'' has three hundred and two churches in hf» 
diocefe." The revenues of the hifhopric were 
valued, in the 26th of Henry VIII. at eight 
hundred and thirty one pounds fourteen fhiU 
lings and a penny. The prefent venerable 
ilni£ttire has undergone many changes, and 
has been greatly encreafed and beautified by 
ieveral of its bifhops fince its firft ere6lion9 
a circumflance that naturally followed from 
the immenfe expenfe attending fuch an un- 
dertakingy which muft at any period have 
greatly exceeded the incc»ne, even of the 
wealthieft abbot or bifliop that the church 
Iras yet known. The fimilarity of parts in 
the flyle of its architefture^ has induced fome 
peribns to conjedture that it was all built at 
the fame period: this I judge could not 
have been the cafe, there is more reafon ta 
believe that the earlieft forms feived as a 
model for future ages to work upon. It ha» 
undergone Ihameful depredations : the chief 
of which were occalioned by the puritanical 
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prmcipies of the lafl century, when a blind 
seal upon religious fubjefis devoted the 
moft beautiful and venerable veiHges of an- 
tiquity to ruin and deftruftiouj as abomi- 
nations hateful in the eyes of God and man. 
The form of the arches feems to indicate 
that the earlier part of this building was 
erefled about the aera of the Saxon archi- 
te£lure ; its columns are peculiarly pon- 
derous and maflive, they appear to have 
been eredted '^ not for an age, but for all 
^^ time/' Some monuments of their bifhops 
ftill remain, amongft which,^ in the north 
wing is the fhrine of bilhop Cantilupe. 
The monument of the family of the Bo- 
huns, in the library is curious, and deferves 
the attention of the antiquary : a recumbent 
figure is laying beneath a pointed Gothic 
arch^ round which are a number of hogs, 
covered with a kind of body cloth, on 
which are painted the arms of the family^ 
€ach hog having before him an apple to 
G 2 which 



( 5* ) 

which he (eems fmelling. This andent fa^ 
mily of the Bohuns and the Lades earls of 
Hereford, are faid by fome writers to have 
been the founders of Hereford caftle, which 
JLeland aflferts '^ to have been one of the 
*' fairefV, largeft, and ftrongeft in England,'* 
The preceding view of Hereford was made 
in the fummer of 1794, at which time the 
tower of the cathedral was furrounded with 
a fcafFold, and the whole of the building 
under a thorough repair, from the dreadful 
accident that happened in the year 1786 : 
,On the 17th day of April in that year, 
about half paft fix in the evening, the weft 
tower of the cathedral with part of the 
body of the church unfortunately fell down. 
The above accident did not happen with- 
out giving evident figns of gradual decay, 
both from the dropping of many ftpnes, 
and the fettling of the arches, which had 
been remarked for two or three years pre- 
vious to the event. This dreadful catas- 
trophe 
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trophe was fufiiciently forefeen to prevent 
any fatal confequences. No lives were 
loft though many perfons were pafling the 
church yard at the time, and we of this day 
have the lefs reafon to deplore the accident^ 
as the rulers of this church, have had the 
good fenfe to make ufe of the rare talents of 
an archited, whofe knowledge of the Gothic» 
and natural tafte for grandeur and fimpli« 
city, fo peculiarly fitted him for the office 
of reftoring this venerable fabric to its true 
chara6^eriftical dignity, and who does not 
appear to have deviated from the original 
defign, where it was poffible to conform to it. 
One principal improvement has been the 
removing fome walls that encircled a mate* 
rial part of the church, by which means 
a view was opened, of two beautiful cha- 
pels, called Stanbury and Audley, that had 
been long concealed from the public eye. 

Mr. Wyat^s eftiraate of the repair of 

this 
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this bui1ding|was feven thoufand pounds, five 
thoufand of which was raifed by fubfcrip-* 
tion. But I am imformed that to complete 
this repair, the whole expenfe will amount to 
at leaft thirteen thoufand pounds. 

This magnificent ftru6lure has ever been 
confidered by the antiquary, notwithflanding 
its irregularity, as a fplendid fpecimen of the 
piety and munificence of our early church* 
men ; and the arched roof of the upper crofs 
aifle, fupported by a fingle pillar, is peculi<« 
arly deferving attention. Tradition fays, it 
was erefled in the reign of William Rufus, 
by Robert de Lozinga, fecond bifhop of the 
fee ,of Hereford. The height of the tower 
was one hundred and twenty-five feet, upon 
which was a lofty fpire, that has, fince the 
accident, been taken down. 

On the fite on which this cathedral 
flands there was anciently a church, founded 
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during the zenith of the Saxon heptarchy 
about the nmth century, foon after which 
it became a cathedral, and Hereford was 
made the fee of a bifhop. The cathedral 
was deftroyedi and the city facked in the 
reign of Edward the Confeflbr, by Grif-* 
fin prince of South Wales who made the 
bifhop prifoner. At the Norman invafion 
the city was in ruins, and within its walls 
and the fuburbs, there were not, according 
to doomfday book, more than one hundred 
and three men. 

At a fmall diftance from the cathedral 
ftands the vicar's college, it forms a fquare, 
within which is a plain but venerable cloiften 
From its elevated fituation, it commands a 
beautiful view of the meandering cpurfe of 
our river Wye, and its fertile and verdant 
banks: Although it is not the profefied in- 
tention of this work to enter into a minute 
hiftory of cities, or towns^ yet the anti- 
quity 
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quity of this venerable place demands cnir 
attention^ and cannot be pafTed over in 
filence^ we (hall therfore mention the once 
elegant building of the chapter houfe^ of 
which, though but a fmall fragment pre* 
icnts Itfelf^ there is yet fufficient of the 
pi£turefque to attradt the notice of the 
curious traveller^ nor can the remains of 
the Black Fryers with its beautiful crofs, oi^ 
rather ftone pulpit, be paffed unnoticed, 
the latter is here preferved in a wood cut 
from a (ketch made on the fpot in 1794. 




Thb 
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The building is Hexagonal, open at 
every fide, and round it is a flight of fix 
ftcps. The (haft of the crofs which is bro- 
ken off, reftj on a table of the fame form 
in the centre of the building, and fpreads 
itfelf towards the roof in ramifications 
that produce a very beautiful efFcft, Some 
of the embattlements yet remain on the 
upper part of the building, the whole 
ef which appears to have been finifhed 
with great care and elegance. From this 
building, fermons were delivered by the 
fryers, who were then extremely popular, 
to the multitude who were fheltered un- 
der the cloifter, that it is prefumed, fur- 
rounded this building. An hofpital in 
1614, was founded on the fite whereon 
ftood the black fryars, by Sir Thomas 
Coningfby of Hampton Court, in this 
county, who was then proprietor of the 
ruins, and by him it was endowed with 
confiderable eflates in Leiceflerfhire, and 

H was 
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was intended as a relief to the worn out 
ibldier and fuperannuated faithfnl fervant* 

The city of Plcreford, appears by its 
remaining walls, to have been well and 
regularly fortified, and its caftle moil have 
been a very capital fortrefs. The fite 
whereon it flood retains the name of Caftlc 
Oreen, and affords a pleafant retreat, com- 
manding a very beautiful view of the river 
beneath and of the furrounding country. 
This being a remarkable diy feafon, barges 
have been laying at Hereford for upwards 
four months, for want of water to carry 
them down. 

Thb principal articles of navigation are 
timber, bark, and grain, and the back car- 
riage, is coals from Ledbrook and other 
places below Rofs. Hereford is not favour- 
ably fituatcd for manufaftures or commerce^ 
It is ill fupplied with fuel, and that not 

good. 
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good^ and the uh^ertaia ftate of the river» 
from its (heals and great rapidity^ prevents 
that conftant and uniform navigation which 
can alone fupport a regular and extenfive 
trade. To remove thefe barriers, feveral at- 
tempts, I am informed, have been madej but 
the eftimate of expenfes has been fo enor- 
mous, that the meafure has alws^s proved 
abortive. 

Quitting Hereford, the Wye bends its 
coorie round a point of land for a dif-^ 
tance of near two miles, when we are again 
brought almoft as near to the town, at 
when we quitted it« The river as we 
pafed down, ftiU continued its circuitous 
windings, but with a more placid furface^ 
feldom meeting any obftmflion in its 
courfe, from thoie rocky fubftances that 
formed the grand chara£leriftic of the 
ftream in its earlier ftages. The general 
face of the country is rich in verdure^ 
H 2 and 
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and the cattle grazing on the banks of 
the river or laving in its ftream, are objefts 
that perpetually contribute to enliven the 
fcene. 

About fix miles below Hereford, tho 
Wye receives the river Lug, one of tho 
three principal rivers in this county ; it de- 
rives its fource from the mountains in the 
north eaft part of Radnorftiire, and running 
eaft, through Herefordfhire to Leominfter, 
takes a fouth eafl: direction towards the 
Wye ; in its courfe it is jdned by feveral 
fmaller ilreams, and on its near approach 
to our river, becomes a flream of confi* 
derable magnitude. About a mile front 
the bank of the Wye, this river wins 
through the pleafant village of Mordiford, 
and adds much to the piflurefque fcenery of 
the place. On the eaft end of the church 
of Mordiford is reprefentcd in plafter, an 
enormous dragon or fcrpent, the hiftory of 

which 



( 61 ) 

which is thus recorded. Some centuries agd^ 
we know not when^ a dragon is reported 
to have been the devourer of all the cattle 
pn the adjoining hills called Offwood, and 
was a monfter of fuch terrific qualities, that 
no one could for a great length of time, be 
found bold enough to undertake his deftruc* 
tion, till at length a pardon being granted 
to a comdemned criminal, on condition 
that he would undertake it, he atchieved his 
purpofe, by flaying the dragon as he was fo- 
lacing himfelf in a cyder hogfliead. This 
wonderful relation, feems to be generally cre- 
dited by the people in the neighbourhood^ 
^s no doubt it was at the building of this 
edifice, or this ftrange monfter would not 
have been reprefented in fo terrific a form^ 
and in fo confpicuoiis a place as the front of 
the church. After relating this wonderful 
circumftance, may we be permitted to quote 
another, not lefs fo from the )earned Cant- 
een. He fays, ibat '[ near (he conflux of 

*« the 
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'^ the Lug and the Wye, etftward» a hill 
^* whidi they call Marcley hill» did in the 
•* year 1575, roufe itfdf as it were out of 
** fleep, and for three days together, fhoving 
** its prodigious body forward with a hor- 
•^ rible roaring noife, and overturning every 
'* thing in its way, raifed itfelf (to the 
** great aftonilhmcnt of the beholders) to a 
" higher place ; by that kind of earthquake, 
** 1 fuppofe, which the Naturalifts call Braf- 
'* matia." On a hill adjoining the village, 
a large ftone houfe has been recently creeled 
by a Mr. Hereford, which deferves notice 
from the extenfive and beautiful view it 
commands of Hereford and the farrounding 
country. 

Aboitt a mile below Mordiford, wo 
pafs a lai^e brick man lion belonging to the 
Duke of Norfolk, called Holme Lacy, for* 
merly the feat of the ancient family of the 
Scudamorcs. On this file ftqod an abbey 

for 
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for l^remonftratenfian cannons, dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary and Thomas a Becket^ 
founded by William Fitzwain in the be- 
ginning of tiie reign of Henry the thirds 
the houle is a flat uninterefting buildings 
but comprifes within its view a beautiful 
and piflurefque profpefi: on the oppofits 
.fide of the river, called Fownhope. The 
Ullage is fituated amidll a rich thicket of 
verdant and woody fcenery, on an exten- 
five dope rifing from a rocky bank of the 
Wye. 

This richly diverfified hill^ is at a pro- 
per diftance from the eye, to enable it dit- 
tin€tly to mark the feveral (pecies of trees 
of which it is compofed ; thefe cannot be 
more aptly dcfcribed, than in the lines oi 
Dyer, on a fimilar fubjeft, in his charming 
poem of Grongar Hill. 
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^ The gloomy pine, the poplar blae, 

« The yellow beech, the fable yew, 

^ The flehder fir, that taper grows, 

<' The fturdy oak, with broad fpread boughs." 



Amonst the few houfes that arefcat* 
tered on this beautiful fcene, the principal 
are thofe of Mr. Lechmere, and Mr, Pur- 
chafe, who has a confiderable brewery here. 
A little below the next bend of the river, a 
range of hills called Capler hills, form a rich 
Icrecn to. the northern bank of the Wye. 
Thefe hills are upwards of a mile and a half 
in length, and are principally covered with 
oak trees, the foil which is of a reddifh 
caft, frequently breaks through the verdure 
of its plantations, and gives a warm and 
animated tinge to the landfcape. A high 
road pafTes the fummit of thefe hills, that 
commands a beautiful profpeft of the fur- 
rounding country, and the meandering river 
beneath. Near Brookhampton on Capler 
liill, is the remain of a very large fquare 
> camp. 
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camp called Wobury, it appears to be dou- 
ble trenched^ but narrow and near half a 
mile in length. About five years ago, near 
three acres of thefe hills fell into the Wye 
and narrowed its courfe, but it has from 
that circumftance^ obtained a more confider- 
able depth than we have before witneffed 
in this river, being now in a dry feafon, up- 
wards of five feet deep- 
On the left of the river, at Aramftone, 
is a fine view of the village of King's Ca- 
ple fituated amidft a beautiful affemblage of 
woods. Below this fpot on the oppofite 
bank is Harewood, the refidence of the Hof-^ 
kins's an ancient family in the county of 
Hereford. This phce is peculiarly worthy 
notice, as it compofed part of the forcft of 
Hare wood, in which Ethel wo Id, king Edgar's 
minifter had a caftle. Here Mafon fixed the 
fcene, for his dramatic poem of Elfrida, and 
thus he defcribcs the fcene before us 

l^ *• How 



( 66 ) 

<* How nobly doei ebis vetieribre w6ail» 
^ Gilc with the glories of the orient fun 
^ Embcfoin yon fair manfion ! fhe foft aTr 
^ Salutes me with boft cool and teinp'rite breath ; 
^ And as I tread, the flow*r bcfprinkled lawn 
^* Sends up a gale of fragrance. I Ihould guefs^ 
^ If e*er content deignM vifit mortal dittit^ 
^ This was her place of deareft refideoce.'* 



From hence amidfl: a rich and woody 
country^ admitting from its famenefs little 
variety worthy either the pen or peQcil, we 
purfued our courfe down the gentle ftream 
till we reached the pleafant village of SeU 
leek ; its church is of a lingular conftruc- 
tion, and no lefsr (o is that of an epitaph I 
copied in the church yard, on the tomb- 
ilone of one Richard Addis who died in 
1788, aged 80. 

'* When Chrift come riding on the clouds 
*• To view the world abroad, 
^ Angels and faints crying aloud 
«< Rife dead and meet the Lord;'' 

On the oppofite fide of the river, a 

little 
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little below Harewood, is a fine grove of 
trees called Caple Tump, where an annual 
feftival is held from all the neighbouring 
towns, and where 

^ All the village train, from labor free, 

^ Lead up their fports beneath the fpreadtng tree.*' 

About two miles below Selleck, Wfi 
were gratified with the moft beautiful and 
luxuriant view of Rofs, that I believe the 
country from any point affords. 
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SECTION V. 

\J N the approach to Rofs, a fine amphi-* 
theatre of trees called Afhwood. fkirts the 
fouthern bank of the Wye. From this 
charming fpot, near three miles above Roft» 
The annexed view which comprehends the 
principal obje6ts that compofe the beauti- 
ful in pi£lurerque landfcape was iketched. 
The town is fituated on the declivity of a 
hill at a happy diftance, and not too obtni* 
five on the eye ; the rifing hills with which 
it is fcreened give a boldnefs of character to 
the fituation, nor is the winding of the ri« 
ver, and verdure of the country that enrich 
its banks, lefs chara£):ere{tic of this delight- 
ful neighbourhood. The hill to the right of 
the town is called the Chafe, and that on the 
left, Penyard-wood, on which formerly ftood 
a caftle, faid to have been deftroyed in the 

civil 
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civil wars. The white fpire of Ko(s 
church '* bofomed high in tnfttd trees'* 
has at tills diftance afi offeft peculiarly 
pleafing, but on a nearer approach, the 
.town obtrudes too much on th« eye, 99^ 
the pi^refque mi beautifiUt gr^Av^lf 
4Uappear. 

Ko&, ibftnv^Ud from its flev^cd 9M 
jkUghtful iitustion, has little tQ reader k 
worthy attention j the profpe^ ffowi the 
i;lwrch yard a fpot to wh^h the traveller 
is generally conducted on his arrival, ^f* 
(pUys 9 vfry exteniive and inchanting Undf 
,fcs^ both above and be)ow the town* 

t 

The beautiful and meandering co^rfe Qf 
the river beneadi, enriched with ple^rute 
hoats 5:onft^ntly in motion, in their pafiage 
to and from Chepftow, gives life and beauty 
to the fcene. Tli«ie boat^ are lightly con- 
ftru5ted and 9^ navigate by thr^ men, ei> 

ther 
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ther >^th or without a iaiU The heavy 
fiidfe of buMn{ called the Town Hall, 
from its general appearance conveys a fsunt 
idea of the wofft ftyle of Saxon architect 
t«n-e ) it is « ponderous and tinmeaning 
heap o£ Aone» huddled together in die 
ta:^kft reign of Jatnes the firft, by one 
John Abel v^ho ere6led a fimilar buil^g at 
Hereford ; diey vie with each other in want 
of tafte, and have nothing to render thent 
worthy nodce but their afofttrdity, which I 
believe is not to be equalled by the dtdleft 
archite^ of that or any otho* period. At 
one end of the buildings intended I preTurac 
as an ornament, there is a nofelefs buft> fup- 
{)oled to be that of the merry monarch 
Charles the fecond. In iuch a f^ate of da 
cay is the ftone of which this edifice is com* 
pofed, together with the heavy ftyle 6i its 
architecture, that it has every appearance of 
having been erected as far back as the 
time of the Saxons. 

Not- 
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Notwithstanding the diiadvantage 
under which this building labors, I have 
yet confidered the general view of which it 
forms a part as not devoid of intereft, it 
comprizes the hou(e in which the man of 
Rofs refided till his death, now known by 
the fign of the King's Arm Inn. As every 
the moft trifling circumftance relative to a 
charader fo highly diftinguifhed by the pen 
of Pope, and ftill more highly dignified by 
the general voice of the people of Ro(s be- 
comes interefting, I have here thought fit 
to give a view of the houfe in which he 
refided, and the adjoining buildings* 

To the benevolent John Kyrle, a name 
almoft loft in the Aiperior title of the 
Good Man of Rofs this town owes moft 
of its improvements and charitable infti* 
tutions« 

He was born at Whitehoufe, in the 

pari(h 
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parifh of Dymock, in the county of Here- 
ford in 1637, fcrvcd the office of fherifF for 
the county in 1683, and died in 1724. 

Prom an income of only five hundred 
pounds a year^ this good man appears to 
have derived every happinefs to himfelf and 
to have difFufed it with uncommon bene- 
volence to all around him. This exem- 
plary chara£ler has been fb interedingly 
delineated by the pen of Pope^ that the in- 
troduction of the following lines although 
well known, will need no apology for their 
infertion in this work. 



<< Rife honefl mufe f and fing the A£in 0/ Rofs : 

^ Pleas*d Vaga echoes thro' her winding bounds, 

^ And rapid Severn hoarfe applaufe refounds. 

^ Who hung with woods yon mountain's fultry brow ? 

^ From the dry rock, who bade the waters flow t 

^ Not to the ikies in ufelefs columns toft, 

*' Or in proud £dls magnificently loft^ 

^ But clear* and artlefs, pouring thro' the pkua 

^ Health to the fick» and folacc to the Apsun* 

K « Whofe 
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« Wbofe canfe-way parts the vale widi fhady rows? • 

•« Whofe feats the weary traveller repofc I 

« Who taught the heaven direSed fpirc to rHe ? 

« The Man of Rrfs^ each lifping babe replies. 

« Behold the market-place with poor o'crfpread \ 

•« The Man of Rofs divides the weekly bread ; 

^ He feeds yon alms-boiife, neat, boc void of ftat<> 

JP* Where age, and want fit fmiling at the gate > 

•• Him portion*d maids, apprenticM orphans bleft^ 

« The young who labor, and the old who left. 

* Is any fick ? the Man of Rofs relieves, 

« Prcfcribes, attends, the medicine makes, and ^ves,'* 

^ Is there a variance ? enter but his door, 

« Balk'd are the courts, and conteft is no more. 

" Defpairing Quacks with curfes fled the place^ 

^ And vile Attorneys, now an ufelefs race. 

B.^ Thrice happy man ! enabled to purfue 

^ What all fo wi(b, but want the power to do f 
^ Oh fay, what fums that genVous hand fupply ? 
^ What mines to fwell that boundlefs charity ? 

V.^ Of debts and tax?»i wife and children clcar» 
•* This nnn poffcft— five hundred pounds a year,. 
<* Blufli, grandeur, blulh ! proud courts withdraw y9«^r 

Uaze, 
^ Ye little ftars f hide your diminiibed rays. 

2r^ And what ? no monument, infcription, ftone ? 
^ His race, his form, his name almofl; unknown ? 

P.<< Who builds a church to God, and not to fame, 
^^ WiQ never maik the marble with bis name : 

•« Go^ 
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' * Go, fearch it there, where to be bom and die^ 
^ Of rich ao4 ppor nvil^es til the hiSory » 
^ Enough that virtue fiU'd the fpaqp between 
^ Prov'd by the ends of being, to have been.** 

The ^I«fion of the poet, to a neglefl in 
Bot raifing ft monument to the good man^s 
name, no longer exifts, for in 1776 a neat 
mural tablet was erected to his memory ia 
tlie chancel oi the church, by Colonel Mb« 
ney, to defray the ex pence of which, the fum 
of three hundred pounds was bequeathed by 
a Lady Kinnoul, whbie property devolving 
to the Colonel, the good intention of the 
lady was by htm accompliflied. On this 
tablet the following lines are infcribed* 

^* This monument was erected in me« 
^< mory of Mr. John Kyrle, commonly cal« 
f« led the Man of Rofs/* 

It is fomewhat lingular that neither his 

age, nor the time of his death, are hert 

K 2 men« 
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mentioned. The defign for the monument 

was made bv a Mr. Marih of this town. 

who has iat roduced a buft of the good man 

that bears little refemblanoe to dther of 

the two portraits I met with in Rofs j one 

of thefe is in the polleflion of Philip Jones 

£fq; a gentleman, who by marriage with 

a defcendant of John Kyrle, enjoys all his 

property, and by his urbanity renders himfelf 

a worthy reprefentative of that exemplary 

chafafter. This pi£hire appears to be that 

of a peffon about thirty fix years pf age^ 

arid is evidently the work of Sir Peter Ldy* 

The other portrait was at the King's Arms 

Inn, formerly the refidence of John Kyrle> 

as defcribed in the view given in this feflion, 

it reprefents him at a more advanced period 

of life, and on that account, although ill 

painted, it was preferred to the former as 

he is exhibited nearer the clofe of a life, 

long and happily fpent in the promo* 

iion of virtue, and to the honor of human 

nature. 




HSmr/rw .nv^t 
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natu re. I flatter myfelf the annexed etching^ 
from this pi6hire will not prove unacceptM>le 
to the admirer and colle£tor of portraitSi as 
I do not remember to have ever feen a 
print of this exalted charafter. The origin 
rial is faid to have been (ketched from the 
Kfe unknown to Mr. Kyrle, on a funday 
Ivhilft he was attending divine fervieer He 
had often been folicited to fit for his pic^ 
ixxrcj but no inducement could prev^ on 
hi(n to comply with the requeft of his 
friends. 

It is reported of Mr. Kyrle, that his 
ordinary mode of drefs, was very plain, an^ 
fo mean as even to fuggeft the idea of in- 
digence and want. And even more unfa- 
vourable conclufions have been made^ from 
his general appearance, for upon no better 
foundation, it is faid that when travelling 
in Oxfordfliire on horfeback, he was appre- 
hended near Benfon> upon a fuifncion of 

liaving 
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having committed a robbery in a mdgk* 
bouring county. I oe^ HQt add that this 
charge was difmiflied the in(bnt his nam9 
was made known to th« magiflracy. 

Ws cannot quit this town without no* 
ticitig to the pi£^urefque traveller, a charm* 
iog walk made by Mr. Kyrle, which led to 
what he called his farm, it commands 4 
beautiful view of the devious windings of 
the river beneath, and Wilton caille, bridge, 
^. on the oppofite (bore. 
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SECTION VI. 

> 

About a miks bclow Rofs, Wiltoii 
Ca£Ue firft attfa£ts our attention. Thi^ 
ruin is fitudted on the margin of the Wye^ 
and ^ords vrith it3 forrounding obje^s iii 
lAany points of vidw, reene» not ibiworthy 
the aittention of ^e antiqaary 6c admirer of 
pi£turefque obje£ts. Its weftern walls and 
round towers are in the moft perfe£t ftate 
of p¥efervation, bat the annexed yUtw, oom- 
pii&ig a piit of the bridge, is lele£t:ed as 
moft apprc^riaEte to the defign of this work 
nod to exemplify the courfe of the river. 
the caftle has formerly c&v&eA a eortfider^ 
able extent of gfound, the greater paft <^ 
which is noiw ofed as a garden. Camdeil 
%8 ** that kiiig John gafve Wik6n m^ 
^ the caftle to Henry Longchamp and that 

it 
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** it came by marriage to William Fitz- 
'* hugh, and not long after, in King Ed- 
« ward the firft*s time, to R^^nald Gnj, 
** Juftice of Chefter, from whom by a long 
*' de(cent it came to Lord Grey of Wilton, 
** whole fon Arthur Lord Grey was Lord 
** Deputy of Ireland.'* This noble perfim 
merits particular attention, as having been 
the early patron of our Spencer the poet, 
who accompanied lum to Ireland as his 
lecretary. 

In the county of Cork, at a place called 
Rilcolman, Spencer is r^rted to have fini- 
ihed his excellent poem of the Fdry Queen. 
The River MuUa, fo c^en mentioned by 
him, ran through the grounds of the houfe 
in which he refided. His gratitude to his 
patron is thus recorded, in a fonnet ad- 
drefled to lum, and b prefixed to the poenk 



« 
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^ Mod noble lord the piUor of my life^ 

^ And patrone of my mufes pupillage : 

" Through whofe large bountie, poured on mt rife 

"In the fir ft fcaran of my feeble age, 

** I nowe doc live bound yours by vafTalage s" &c; 



At what period Wilton Caftle went out 
of the family of the Greys is not mention- 
ed, hut it afterwards belonged to the Lord 
Chandos, from whom it defcended to the 
duke of Chandos who built Canons in 
Middlefex. The remains of this caftle, with 
Aconbury, Dewfall, and other confiderable 
cftates in the neighbourhood bolonging to 
this family, amounting to near four thou- 
fand pounds per annum* were fold fome 
years ago to the governors of Guy*s Hof- 
pital. The caftle is reported to have been 
principally deftroyed by fire, but at what 
period is not afccrtained. In fupport of this 
idea we obferved, that towards the ends of 
the timbcrSi many of them appeared to have 

L been 



( «^ ) 

been much burned. On this fpot an ^lem- 
blage of rich and woody fcenery, forms the 
kading feature of the vicinity of our river, 
and about two miks below Wilton bridge 
I would advife the admirer oi the truly 
grand in landfcape, to afcend the hill in 
the high road to Monmouth, where at a 
place called Pencreek, the eye is feafled 
with one of the mofl: magnificent views 
this river affords. The diftant church of 
Rofs, its neighboring woods and hilisp and 
the meandering courfe of the Wye, all com- 
bine from hence to form this facinating 
fcene. Here the courfe of the river is pecu- 
liarly marked, its channel is nobly formed, 
and wears a grandeur not to be met with 
in any other river we have yet fcen in this 
country. 

Amidst a variety of enchanting views, 
paffing from one bend of the river to ano^ 
ther, Goodrich caftle, on the fummit of a 

bold 
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tnild promontary, amidft an elegant wood- 
land fcene, nobly raifes its rained battle«- 
ments^ as if frowning on the ftream beneatfau 

Ok afceoding the hill to contemplate 
Ifie ^ils of Time, who ravages alike the 
forms of beauty and the tower of ftrength^ 
t>y leaving for a moment the ordinary path 
and pafTing up what is called Conduit hill^ 
Walford churchy Rofs, and the furrounding 
countiy, at a happy diftance^ combine to 
form a landfcape of peculiar rkhnefs and 
beauty. Hillory does not inform us at what 
period this caftle was erefi-ed, but we find 
that early as the fifth year of the reign 
of King John^ William Marfliall, Earl of 
Pembroke had a grant of it. From this 
family it came to Talbot, Earl of Shrewf* 
bury, in the reign of Edward the thirds and 
in the twentieth year of Richard the fecond^ 
Sir John Scudamore of Holme Lacy was 
cotiflttuted its conftable^ during the min* 

L 2 crity 
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ority of John Lord Talbot, in whofc family 
it continued till the fourteenth of James 
the Firft j at which period Gilbert Talbot, 
Earl of Shrewfbury died, leaving three 
daughters hi» coheirefles. Eliaabeth the 
fecond daughter was married to Henry de 
Grey, Earl of Kent, by which marriage he 
became poffefTor of this manor, which con* 
tinued in the family till the death of Henty 
Duke of Kent in 1740, after which it was 
fpld to Thomas Griffin, Efq; Vice Admiral 
of the White, whofe fecond fon, the Re- 
verend Dr, Griffin of Hadnocl: near Moo* 
mouth, is its prefent owner. 

This cdcbrated caftle wa^ nearly fquare, 
covering a fpace of ground forty eight yards 
by fifty two^ it was defended at each angle 
by four Ivgc round towers, one of which 
formed an irregular Heptagon. Through a 
perfeft Gothic arch, we are led to a fpacious 
hall of good proportion overgrown with ivy, 

adjoin* 
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adjoining which is an area^ prefenting the 
remains of a lofty fquare building, with cir- 
cular arched windows in the Saxon ftyle, 
refembling Gundulph^s tower at Rochefter 
caftle. By the fragment of a ftone ftaircafe, 
we afcend another embattled tower, through 
which at a great depth appears the immenle 
fofle, or trench, which is hewn out of a 
folid rock, and is twenty yards in breadth. 
Here was once a draw-bridge and two gates 
with recefies between each, evidently inten- 
ded as places of fafety for its guards, who 
unfeen might annoy the enemy* The va- 
rious points <from which this c^le may be 
vleweci to advantage, would afford ample 
master for the antiquary, artifl:^ and miliary 
^rchitefl:. 

CHITTING this fpot, feveral views of 
the caftle prefented themfelves, but they 
were all undignified and uninterefting when 
coiqpared with thofe we bad before contem- 
plated 
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plated. The country on the oppofite fide of 
the river towards the village of Walford, is 
peculiarly beautiful. In the church of Wal* 
ford, one of the aides is now called Kyrle^s 
chapeli it was erected by that family for 
their private ufe^ before it became a parochial 
church ; about a mile below the caftk^ is a 
fmall remain of Goodrich priory ; a few Go- 
thic windows are yet ftand^, and part qf 
the chapel which is now CQiivertdd to a gra* 
nary ; the whole affords an object fufficient 
to attract the notice of the curious. 
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This priory was a monaftery of the or* 
der of black cannons regular of St. Auguf-> 
tine, founded and endowed with the ^kmg^s 
licence in the twentieth of Edward the 
fourth, 1347. Its fituation correfponds with 
the happy choice ufually made by the an« 
cient pofTefTors of religious houfes, it (lands 
in a fertile valley, watered by one of the 
fineft rivers in the kingdom. The building 
with the lands contiguous to the caftle are 
occupied by a Mr. Bellamy. From the 
afcenty approaching the village of Good- 
rich, a rich and extenfive view prefents 
itf^f acrofs the foreft of Dean, from whence 
Rure-dean church happily breaks upon the 
eye. 

HsftE the Wye in a long and ferpentine 
reach, appears in a pedpe£tive point of view 
and affords a pleafing and happy termination 
\o the fcenery ; its banks are fcreened on the 
fouthi by an extenlive coppice woodj and on 

the 
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the north) by fertile meadows rifing towards 
Bilbop's-wood» from which a confiderabk 
iron furnace in this vidnity derives its name* 
From the ftone quarries in this neighbor- 
hoody the new bridge at Briftol was princi« 
pally ere6ted. 

Passing down the river^ the next ob- 
je£t that attradfcs our notice is Courtfield, 
the feat of the Vaughan family. 

This ipot is rendered remarkable from 
Henry the fifth having been hiirfed in the 
neighbourhood. That prince we are told» 
was when young of a weak and fiddy habits 
and was placed under the care of a coun- 
tefs of Saliibury, from which circumftance 
in all probability, the original name of this 
place which was Greyfield, was changed to 
the appellation it now bears. We next ap- 
proach Lidbroke colliery and very large and 
extenfive wharf^ from whence a confiderable 

commerce 
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commerce in coals is carried on to Rofs, 
Hereford and other places. This productive 
mine is the property of Lord Gage. With 
all the dark and dingy attributes of this 
placcj involved as it is in fmoke, and begirt 
with coal barges, it yet affords a very plea- 
fing^ and interefting landfcape. The high 
road that afcends the woody hilU fcreen- 
ing the back ground of this wharf, is per- 
petually enlivened by horfes and carriages 
in this footy fable commerce^ while on the 
bank of the river beneath^ the lading and 
unlading the veflfels, afford additional bufi- 
nefs and variety to the fcene. This inew 
is finely contrafted on a fudden bend of the 
river a little below^ where all is tranquil and 
ferene. The pi6lurefque village of Welch 
Bicknor prefents itfelf in a rich valley on 
the right bank of the Wye, happily over« 
(haded by a tliicket of woods, ranged in a 
grand and circular fweep. Thefe are called 

M Hawk- 
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Hawkwood and Packwood, and extend abouT 
a mile along th» bank of the river. The 
village church and parfonage houfe, gronp 
in a form peculiarly beautiful and inter* 
tfting. 

In the body of the churchy fronting the 
reading defk^ is a cumbent whole length fe- 
fnak figure, well fi:ulptured in a darkifh co^ 
loured ftone. Traditional report %8 it re- 
prefents the countefs of Saliibury, whom 
we have juft mentioned as having, nurfed 
king Henry the fifth. She holds a child in 
each arm. This effigy b highly wcxthy of 
Aotieev Tht drapery is in a loofe and free 
fiyle, ana the general contour of the whole 
befpeak$ it the work of an artift of talent, 
A little below this icene, the Wye is bounded 
on the oppofite ihore by a long ran^e of 
bills, beautifully cloathed with verdure, and 
l^verfified by a rich ard broken foil of a 
"^-- warm 



kmrm and reidiih hue, fjwquentif over 
clouded with (hades of finoak that ifliife 

I 

from the various Idim, kept continually 
burning near tMs (pot. The(e cireum* 
ftances trifliag and adventitious as they tnxf 
appear, ^ve rehef and effeft to the pifture^ 
ttCyae and beautiful in landfcape. Ap« 
|>roaching the foot of CoId*wdl rocks, a 
icene fublime and nuyeftic prefents itfi^« 
The grand prominendes are overiiung mth 
richly varied tufts of oak, and other (hrub* 
Iberies, occafionally contrafted and rdiered 
by deep and (hadowy dells, formed 1^ tht 
various lime l^s on their furface. Soma 
of the moft prominent of Cdd-well rock^ 
we are informed have by fome gentle* 
men of the bar, in their paflage down this 
river, been chriAened after the names <^ 
our principal council. The conne6U<»i is 
not obvious, or readily traced. 

Ma Herb 
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Herb we quitted the barge to afcen^- 
thefe majeftic rocks^ which by an immenfe 
and craggy fteep, we with difficulty accom- 
pliihed, and reached the fummit called Sy*^ 
mond*s Gate. This talk, arduous as it is 
fliould not not deter the traveller front pur^ 
fuing this courle^ as by means of it he will 
avoid a dull and unsnterefting paflage on 
the water of full three nules to the new 
Weir, and by paffing over thefe rocks he 
will enjoy a fublimity of fcenery that will 
amply repay his toil and labour. As we 
afcend thefe fuperb mafles of ftone, the rich 
and extenfive fcenery that furrounds us^ is 
every moment unfolcUng itielf : the fummit 
is richly overgrown with wild thyme» and 
variegated flowers , and is crowned with the 
rich and dqep foliage of the noble oak . 

« Here all the air a felcmn fiiUaeis bold^** 

lave the diflant lowing of cattle, and from 

his 
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Us rocky bed, the dirge like evening fong 
of the owl, that floats along the gale. 

From hence Goodrich caftle, which 
we imagined we had left far behindi breaks 
fuddenly upon the eye^ and appears from 
the immenfe winding of the river to be a 
near obje61:. The new weir, and adjoining 
waterfall, with the furrounding rich an^ 
healthy hills afford from this fpot a combi* 
nation of obje£ls, that defervedly rank 
among the firft views on the river, or per* 
haps in this country* 

The village df Whitechurch in the cen- 
tre of the vale beneath, with the vaft hillt 
beyond it, aflFord a fublime termination to 
this reach of the river. 

At Whitechurch is a fecond feny called 
Hunfon's Rope. Thb ferry although (even 

miles 
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9ulc8 diftant by water f rc»ii tliat of Oood« 
rich,, is only one mile by land, a ilriking in* 
ftance of the very appropriate and chanc- 
tttiftical title oS our river, whidi from its 
nazy and circuitoos courfe» is joftly do« 
nominated the Vaga^ or Wye, 
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SECTION VII. 

Descending towards the new Weir 
i^ a courie not leTs nigged than that by 
^hich we afcended, the fatigue we had un» 
dergone, was amply repaid by the gradfica* 
tion we received in ibme of the moft beai^. 
tifiil views diat can be ima^ned. Theft 
prefented themftlves dirough the Tarioos 
breaks of the rocks, or openings of die fur- 
rounding woods with wluch they are en* 
dched. The ferpentine winding of thte 
river, and the vaft prominencies and fm^ 
taftic forms of the rocks in its vidnity, give 
an air of 6Aeian gloom and grandeur to the 
ibene. From the ^proach to the Wrir, 
the annexed view was (e\e&eA, it com- 
{>ri&s all the principal oljefts that could 
•be admitted within the limits of a icale (b 
circumicribed. The innumerable circmn- 

ftancef 
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Hances that aid this grand and fablime 
icene, are fuch as to render it almoft im- 

poflible for the pencil, to render it juftice 
The iron forges on the oppoftte fide of the 
river, not lefs from their appearance than 
from the important purpofes they anfwer 
in human life, give an intereft to this ef- 
of nature, while the awfixl found of the 
iron hammers beating the fiery mafs, awa- 
kens in . the mind new fenfations giving 
dignity and grandeur to the fubject. This 
pidfcurefque fcene is much heightened by 
the immenle volumes of fparkling fmoak 
that are continually iflfuing from the forges, 
thefe give a pleafing though tranfitory re- 
lief to the fombre, and diftant hills that 
terminate the view. Around thefe works 
are fcattered great maflfes of half burned 
ore, coal, and cinders, and interfperfed on 
the barren and extenfive moor in the vici- 
nity, are many humble cottages of the va« 
^ieus workmen employed in the.manufac-^ 

tory. 
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tery. The roaring of the waters from the 
cafcade of the Weir adjoining to this work 
has a grand efFeft, its fall is precipitate al- 
though at no great height, nor is it per- 
ceived from above the ftream. 

The river here receives a confiderabic 
degree of agitation from the huge mafles of 
ftone, either fwept down by the ftream, or 
hurled from the fummit of the neighbour- 
ing rocks. Here the Wye increafes ia 
widths and its current is fo flrong, that 
it is with extraordinary labour and diffi- 
culty the barges are towed up. I have ktn 
eight or trn men throwing themfelves on 
the earth on every pull, to give force to their 
exertions. 

In this part of the river is frequently 
feen a fmall fifhing boat on a iinguUr con* 
ftru£lion, called a corricle, it is ribbed with 
laths or fplit twigs^ and is covered with a 

N ftrong 
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ftroAg pitched canvas, to prevent its lakm 
Ing, it is about fve feet and a half long 
and four broad. In the middle is a ieat 
that holds one man, who fits with a paddlfl 
in one hand wMle he fiflies ^th die olherw 
His labour finiflied, he throws the corride 
t>ver lus ihonlder and retires to his home. 

A Httle below the weir the liver fcencrf 
is terminated by what is called King Ar- 
thur's pl^n, or Doward hills. To the tra- 
Vfelfer who is bold enough to attempt thia 
■fammit of thefe hills, die ^ews will zfhuA 
taaptt Variety both in the beautiful and £;^ 
linie. Camden coi^eCtures, that on theife 
hills diere has anciently been a fortification, 
and what makes it more probable is, that 
in digging there for iron ore, and lime 
4one, he fays ** broad arrow heads have 
'* been found, and tiot long ago, the greatc 
« eft part of the Imnes of a gigantic per-» 
" fon were found here intened;^ in a place 

** that 
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^ that feemed to be arehed over/* What- 
ever ipay have been the ancient deftination 
of this fpot^ its pre(ent attractions proceed 
from the very extenfive and richly diverfified 
profpe&s that prefent themielves from every 
point of view. On a fpot adjoining to the 
wood on the extremity of this hill^ is a ca^ 
vem that hears the name f^ King Arthur's 
Hall } it is faid to extend by a (iibteraneous 
paflage from hence to the new weir^ a dif- 
tance of about a mile* Many fabulous 
and romantic tales have been attached to 
the hiftory of this hall, but the fsSt ap^* 
pears to be iimply this^ that it was a ca<- 
veroy from whence was dug a rich mine of 
iron ore, that fupplied the adjoining fucw 
naces. 

A DETACHSD clufter of rocks called St. 

Martins*, or the three Sifters, fomewhat ro- 

ibmbling but much inferior to thofe at Cold- 

waell, ikirt the river in pafllng down, near 

N 2 which 
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which at a fliort reach called St. Martin'^ 
Well, the ftrcatn is fuppofed to have a great- 
er depth of water than in any other part. 
At the extremity of this reach from a beauti- 
ful vale, King Arthur's plain again prefenta 
itfelf, affuming a new and caftellated form, 
and here every ftroak of the oar gives va- 
riety to the fcene, and every oli^f): feems to 
vary its fituation. The vaft affemblage of 
rocks we have juft contemplated, appear 
to vanifh and melt into a diftant hill, ri- 
iing from a crag^ bafe on the margin of 
4he river. 

About two miles before we reach Mon- 
mouth, Hadnock houfe and the beauties of 
Its fituation juftly demand our attention. 
It is fituated on the edge of the foreft of 
Pean, and (lands on the brow of a hill, 
-commanding a fafcinating view of the mean- 
dering Wye, that gently glides beneath its 
•jocky hills : thefe are enriched with ver- 
dant 
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dant coppice woods that fcreen this beau- 
tiful fpot, the refidence of the Rev. Dr. 
Griffin, whom we have before mentioned. 
From hence along the bafe of the hills, a 
road running parallel with the river that 
leads on to Monmouth. 
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SECTION vm. 

'Ulf flNG Hadnock, weaKgntifio^ 
^itk 9. diftant view of the bridge andtowtt 
of Monmcmth. The folitary chttrdi of 
IMxton on the of^ioSle bank of At rittf, 
^though deficient in accompanifnehts b yet 
« chara^rifHc ^d interefting feature in die 
foK ground of the Isndfeape ; and it €on>- 
tinues to be fudh, thot^h fince this drawing 
was Executed, its tnterior recdved in the 
great flood in 1795 very material injmy $ 
^e wtftbr having forced its way through the 
windows said doors, and torn up th poljnt, 
jpews and pavetbent. 

MoNMouTfi bridge is of ftone, !uid 
Confi(ls of fix irr^ular arches. The town 
idenves its name from its fituation at the 

conflux 
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conflux of the Wye and Mynwyc, gene- 
rally, and by the WeMh particularly pro- 
nounced'Monnow. 

^ A GREAT part of Monmouth is encom- 
paffed by this river which empties itielf 
into the Wye at the lower end of the town; 
where a very ancient bridge and gateway, 
formerly a barrier againft the' Wel(h, is 
thrown acrofs this mountain dream. It is 
fomewhat extraordinary, that neither hif- 
4ory or tradition, although they are both 
mentioned by Leland in his itinerary, afford 
any information as to the period in which 
they were built. Independent however of 
hiftorical evidence, they bear fuch unequivo- 
cal marks of antiquity^ that the pi£lurefque 
effeft they produce, gives them ample claim 
to a place in this work. The annexed plate 
will we flatter ourfelves, convey a faithful 
reprefentation of this venerable reijiain, and 

in 
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in (bme degree illuftrate the fituation of the 
town itfelf J which though low, is feated in 4i 
ipot at once both pleafing and romantic^' r 

Monmouth had anciently four gates^ 
and the fuburb was defended by a wall and 
deep ditch on each iide^ except that next the 
river. As far back as Leland's time, the 
walls and every other embattled part but the 
fquare tower were in a ftate of ruin. The 
church is an entire modem ftru6ture« 

Monmouth has high claim to confi«» 
deration and jxfpt&, from its having given 
birth to our fifth Henry the conqueror of 
France, whofe a£live fpirit, warlike quali-% 
ties, and fuperior (kill in horfemanfhip, par* 
ticiilarly at a time when to be accomplifh* 
ed. Was indifpenfible to the chara£ler of a 
gentleman^ and the cavalry fervice began to 

be in a manner appropriated to men of this 

O rank^ 
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rank» ai« tlius enchantingly, and with all 
the eafe and grace of the gallant and prince* 
ly faorfeman hfe deftribes^ ddimated by our 
snatchkis bard. 



^ I hw jbiAg Haiity wid» hUteater an^ 

^ Hit euiflet on his thighs, galland j arai'di 

^ Rife fr. in the ground like feathered Mercurjt 

^ And vftukcd whh fiich eafe into his feat 

*< As if an angd dropp'jd down from the clouds^ 

^ To turn and wind a fiery pegafus, 

^ And witch Ac wertd with feats of horfemanfliip." 



Hekry was bom in the cafUe of Mon- 
mouth, of which little more remains than a 
few fragments of walls, aoid an elevation or 
mound of earth, jufl: fufiicient to afirertain 
its fite ; and to demonftrate how evanefcent 
and tranfitory are all human things j the 
ftrong embattled fortrefs as well as the cra- 
dle of princes. Such once were to be foun<^ 
on this fpot ^ and that this awful truth may 
be more ftrongly imprefibd and exemplified, 

though 
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thettjg^ there yet ronams more vifible aiu} 
{K^pabk evidence of one th^a of the other^ 
let it he remember^, that the record c^ 
hidpry will retain the mernory of the birth 
place of Henryi^ when all trapes of the caftle 
^all have pafled away, and even its fite fhall 
lis ineflFe^ally be ibught after «s at ^u$ 
hour the image of its farmer %kndour. 

In this caftle Edward the fecond, after 

he ha4 been ma^e prifoner by his queea 

Ifabelia, in 132^, was for a time confined. 

Having in the fouth weft di|:cdion of the 

tQwn, with fome difficulty obtained a iketch 

pf the ruin of the caftle th^t partakes much 
of the pi^tureique, it is here given as an il- 

Juftration of this venerable fpot. The rir 

ver Monnow beautifully winds beneath its 

ruined walls, the wooden bridge that is 

thrown acrofs the ftream^ and the rich and 

verdant fcenery of its hilly banki all confpire 

to produce a landfeape highly deierving 9 

O 2 phKf 
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place in this work. The remains of the 
caftle, denote it to be of Roman conftmc* 
tion, Camden fays that from the lung's re- 
cords, a caftle was (landing here in a flou* 
rilhing ftate, as early as the time of William 
the Conqueror, and that it was rebuilt by 
John Baron of Monmouth, about the year 
1240. 

This town has not only the honor of 
giving birth to a great king, but likewift 
to a great hiftorian, Galfredius Arthurius^ 
Bifhop of St. Afaph, better knowQ by the 
name of Je6fery of Monmouth. He is fup- 
^fed to have been educated at this place, 
which had then a benedidine monaftery, or 
convent of black monks, founded in 1240 
by Wihenoe de Monemue, or Monmouth. 
Monafleries were at that time the principal 
feminaries for learning in this country, as 
Oxford and Cambridge had not then rifen 
to any great celebrity, and were at that peri* 
od much depreffed in confequence of the Da- 

nifti 
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iiifh invafion. JefFery was made arch deacoii 
of Monmouth in 1251, and was foon after* 
wards crtated biihop of St. Afaph. He tranf* 
lated the hiftory of Britain from the Britifh 
language into Latin, a work faid to have 
been difcovered by Walter Mapsus while in 
Armorica, and brought by him into Eng« 
jand, where meeting with Jeflfery of Mon* 
mouthy a -man profoundly verfedin the hif- 
tory and antiquities of Britmn, and an ele- 
gant writer for the period in which he lived 
the taik was entrufted to him* Merlin^s 
prophecies he alfo tranflated from Britifh 
verfe into Latin profe. This work was of 
eflential fervice to the Welch chieftain Owen 
Glendwr, whofe high pretenfions tp fove- 
riegnty were conftantly favoured and che* 
riflied by thefe prophecies. The veracity of 
JefFery, as an hiftorian, has been doubted by 
many; Camden fays that his relation of 
Brutus and his fuccefTors ought to be in« 
tirely difregardcd. It may hpweverbeob* 

ferved. 
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ibfved id favour of this writer, from tb^ 
i«ftimony of Giraldvis Cambrenfis bis con-i 
temporaiy, that at that period the Welch 
bards and minftrels from early traditional ac- 
counts* received and tranfmitted with a mix* 
tort of religious reverence and awe« folemnly 
repeated the genealogy of thdr princes and 
heroes, (nm Roderic the Great to ^neas, 
suid from iEneas lineally to Adam. 

Ir this ihould not altogether be thought 
to add much to their probable authenticity, 
it will ierve to warrant the introdu£tion of 
the hiftory* to (hew at kaft that he was not 
the author of the fiction } and> in tradng 
the origin of nations, tales to the full as fa- 
bulous are to be met with in the pages of 
many of our graveft and approved writers. 

To the few early hlftorians of our own 
we owe much, and amongfl: thefe Jeffery 
ileferves every refp^fb, and we are bound to 

regret 
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regnt that in fucceeding timifes^ the bell 
hiftories of this country will be found to 
have been the labors of foreigners. A frag« 
ment of Monmouth Priory^ we have pre« 
ferved as a tribute to the memory of the 
hiftoiian who was there educated; The 
Gothic window that appears in view re- 
mains very perfe£):» and appert^s to a Ve« 
nerable ancient chamber, which he is re- 
ported to have occupied as a ftudy. From 
the nature of its foundation, the free fchool 
at Monmouth particularly deferves our no^ 
tice. Burton^ in his hiftory of Wales, 
gives this relation of William Jones its foun<» 
der : he fays, " Wm. Jones was bom at 
^* Monmouth, and forced to quit his coun^ 
"^^ try for not bdng able to pay ten groats* 
Coming to London he became firft a 
porter, and then a fa£tor ; and going 
« over to Hamburgh, had fuch a vent for 
^ Welch cottons, that he gained a very 
^ confiderable eftate in a fhort time. He 

" founded 
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'* founM a har fchool in Monmoath, al' 
** lowing fifty pounds yearly to the mafter> 
** and a hundred pounds ialary to a lec-> 
'* turer, befides a (lately alms houfe for 
** twenty poor people, each of them having 
<* two .rooms and a garden, and half a 
*' crown a wedc ; all which he left to the 
" overlight of the company of haberdafhers 
** in London, who difcharge their truft 
** thernn to this day." Another account of 
the founder is thus given, but with le^ 
credibility. That he was a native of New- 
land, a few miles diftant from Monmouth, 
and having quitted it when young to feek 
his fortune, he returned at an advanced pe- 
riod of life, in an apparent ftate of indi- 
gence, although very rich, and applied to 
his native town for relief as a pauper> 
which being refufed, he took his revenge on 
the people by retiring to Monmouth, and 
there difpenfing that wealth, that was in* 
tended to enrich his native place. 
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We cannot quit the pleafant townof* 

Monmouth without noticing the maflive pile 

of its goal. Built in a lofty and healthy fpot^ 

and in the form «of an ancient cadle ; it 

frowns over the country, and imprelles the 

)dea of rigorous confinement and the impo(^ 

iibility of efcape. At the time we vifited 

this expenfive and fpacious work, it con* 
tained only one folitary inhabitants and he 

a prifoner for only a very trivial offence.. 

As our goals increafe in magnitude, it is 

with pleafure we have frequently had occa- 

fion to remark that there is a decreafe oi 

inhabitants, nor is it lefs worthy of obfer- 

vation that the humanity of fupplying evea 

thofe who lead deferve it, with decent ac- 

commodation^ as well as the blefling of light 

and air^ before denied to them, is now moft 

liberally granted. 

Perhaps it may not be too much to 
infer from hence, that the immenfity of the 

P bulk 
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balk of thefe baildkigs, in the confpicuous 
fituation in which they are now placed, may 
imprefs the multitude with fuch a terror of 
the confequence of crimes^ as in fome de« 
gree to prevent a commiffioii of thetu. 
This building ftands on an eminence, and 
comoiands a fine view of die town and fur* 
rounding country. 
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SECTION IX. 

t^UITTINQ Momnouth on an ex« 
cudioa to jRiuiglaa Ca(Ue, we afcended a 
confidcrable hill about a mile frojn the 
tovm, that afforded one of the moft luxu?- 
tiant landicapes we had witnef^ in the 
courfe of our route. From this eminence* 
the rich valley in which Monmouth is (itu^ 
ated, and the beauties of die furrounding 
country, are highly illuftrative of Gray's 
opinion of the charming fituation of this 
place. He rapturoufly deicribes thb icene 
as ** the delight of lus eyes and the very 
** feat of pleafure." We have attemptedtQ 
give an idea of this much admired iQpot in the 
annexed plate. 

The ride to Rhaglan Caftle, a diilance of 
P a about 
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about fix miles, amply gratified us for this 
deviation from our main purfuit. 

This magnificent remain of andent 
iplendOr ftand§ on an elevated iituation 
commonly called Twyn-y-ciros, whkh fig-^ 
nifi^s in Welch the cherry hill ; and, as we 
approach it from the village, appears to 
wear that folemn and majeilic air highly 
charafteriftic of the fpirit of the times in 
which it flourifhed. The external view 
here felefted, we flatter ourfelves will not 
only convey the beft idea of its ex^tent and 
magnificence, but is a point from which 
we do not remember to have ever fcen it re- 
prefented. This noble building, which may 
rather be terminated a cafteUated houfe than 
ft caftle, is in many parts, f^ill in good pre- 
fervation. It was ere6led in the reign of 
Henry VIL and docs not therefore boaft of 
'great antiquity ; many additions were inade 
to it. about the th^ :of Elizabeth, thefe 

confti:- 
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Xronftitute^ the moft elegant pairts of this 
fuperb pile, and are to be found in the 
•windows of the grand hall, or banqueting 
-room ; the ornaments of the frieze and cor- 
nice are light and elegant^ and in the beft 
4afte of that time. To the left of this hall, 
was a large court one hundred feet long, 
and iixty feet broad, well arched and orna« 
mented, with curious ftone work both on 
the walls and windows* In the midA: of 
the court was a pleafant marble fountain 
called the White Horfe : the following re- 
mark of Dr. GiiiHn, relative to the white 
horfe may not prove uninterefting. " I r?- 
" member/' fays he, " fome years ago, 
" they ufed to Ihew here part of the body 
" of a black horfe, which ftood in the 
<^ middle of fome water that fupplied the 
" caftle, and was a fountain. I was told 
/'the parliamentarians poifoned the watpr 
'' during the fiege, and that the done horfe 
r " abforbed the poifon j it was very ha^d, 

* *' but 



^^ but on being (truck, or rubbed with any 
^ hard fubftance, emitted a very offenfive 
'^ (mdh Perhaps I had the lq;end very 
'^ imperfe£Uy, and it ihould have been ad»- 
*^ ded, the poiibn turned the white horie 
^* into a black one/* The caftle is fur^ 
founded by a vidde fofle thirty feet broad, 
fiilierdn was originally placed an ardfidd 
water work> which ipouted up water to the 
height of the caftle, and contains within it 
two acres, one of which appears to have 
been encompafied with domeftic offices, fuch 
as kitchen, brewhoufe, &c. and in which 
there is an oven, and fire range of fuch cx^ 
traordinary dimenlions, as to iatisfy us, 
that there were times in which they were 
not wholly occupied in feats of arms. 

In this building every precaution has 
been ufed to guard and fecure the approaches 
to it ; and the utmoft magnificence b to be 
obicrved in every part of the interior, even 
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in the domeftic offices. The ftaircale and- 
afcent to the grand apartments are peculiarly 
noble I and beneath the areas which are 
vaulted, are various fubterraneous apart* 
ments, and eztenfive cellars of the moft ex- 
cellent workmanfliip. The citadel^ which is 
o^tagonsd, is furrounded by a moat, and 
ftands at a fmall <tiftance from the caftle : 
its prindpal parts are in a perfefb ftate 
of prefervation. This noble caftle is in the 
pofleffion of the Duke of Beaufort, whofe 
anceftor, the Marquis of Worcefter in the 
time of Charles the firft, added and fortified 
many extenfive out works, by which he was 
enabled to hold it for the king*s uie till 
his imprifbnment at Holmby. It once con* 
tained a garrifon of eight hundred men, and 
was the laft caftle that furrendered to the 
parliament forces, then under the command 
t>f Sir Thomas Fairfax. This event hap* 
pened on the nineteenth of Auguft 1646* 
and -is reported to have been efiefled by a fe* 

male 
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sftaie in the garrifon, and by the the ufe of' 
a very ordinary female engine, the mere wa* 
ving a handkerchief, as a Agnal for the in^ 
tit)du6tion of Cromweirs party. If this were 
ib, politics were probably by no means the 
primary incentives of this lady's zeal, and 
there were doubtlefs fecret articles in this 
treaty, unknown to the befieging general. 
The window at which fhe appeared is (till 
ihcwh. 

The more probable account is, that from 
the very long fiege it fuilained^ the upper 
part was undermined, and the timbers being 
burnt a great part of it fell down. Soon 
after its furrender, the caftle was demo* 
iifhed and left, in nearly the fame ftate 
in which it now remains. The lofs to the 
family is fuppofed to be upwards of a hun* 
id red thoufand pounds, befides the forfeiture 
of an cHate of twenty thoufand a year. 
Three confiderable parks of remarkable fer- 
tility 
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tility, and richly (locked with deer, once 
appertained to this caftle. 

Returning to Monmouth we refumed 
our paiTage down the Wye, on a morning, one 
of the moil beautiful ever beheld. The retro-^ 
ijpe£tive view of Monmouth on pafling down, 
the fpire of the church, the town, bridge, and 
furrounding fcene, though inferior to that 
above, yet in fome refpefts exhibited a very 
pi£lurefque landfcape* The hills oppofite 
to Monmouth, are called the Kemmin 
Rocks, on the fummit of which Mr. Phi- 
lip Hardwick, an architeA, has erefled a 
ftone building for the reception of his 
friends, called Philip's Court. This fpot 
commands a view moft extenfive and diver- 
iified, and will well repay the labour of 
climbing up what John Bunyan would juftly 
call Hill Difficulty. To thofe who ^fit this 
ipot it may be worth the trouble of going 

Q^ about 



about a mile further to view, amongft 
many others, an immenfe large rock called 
the Buck Stone ^ a name probably derived 
from the deer having iheltered themfelves 
under it when the adjacent country was in 
the form of a park. Its (ituation is on the 
extreme edgp of the hill i and, though of 
an immenfe fize, it ftands on an angular 
point, and is fb nicely balanced^ as to be 
with a very fmall degree of force, fet in 
motion and fhaken. Approaching the junc- 
tion of the Monnow with the Wye, the fide 
Icenes of the river, inci^pafe in richneis 
both of woody, and verdant fcenery, and 
with fuch agreable breaks in the diflance as 
to produce an enchanting effect. 

A L ITT LB below this point, a fmatt 
river called the Trothe, or Trothey, unites 
itfelf with our Wye, on whofe banks they 
jointly pais, near a a refpe&abk manfion 

called 
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called Troy-houie> in the pofleflion of the 
Duke of Beaufort, to whom it deicended 
from Sir Charles Somerfet. 

Sir Charles was the third Ton of Edw 
ward Earl of Worcefter, ^id married the 
daughter and heirefs of Sir William Powell 
of Troy, by whom he acquired a confide- 
rable eftate, and added 'much influence t6 
the houfe of Worcefter. The prefent cdi* 
fice notwithftanding it was defigned by 
Inigo Jones, has little that can recommend 
it to notice. It is ufed merely as a lodges 
and is occafionally only occupied by the fa« 
mily. A few portraits decorate its walls, 
but they are not of coniequence fufficient to 
take the traveller far out of his way. The 
cradle wherein Harry of Monmouth is re- 
ported to have been rocked is here exhibited 
as a great curiofity, but the freflinefs of its 
velvet, its nails and appendages, befpeak it 
rather to have been the receptable of one of 

Qji the 
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the Beaufort family in the time of Charley 
the fecond. 

To thofc however who are fond of cra- 
dles (and in their fecond childhood, amongft 
our old lady antiquaries, fome fuch there 
may be) the annexed (ketch of one, the ap- 
pearance of which befpeaks it as not un- 
Jikely to have been of that time, and which 
is in the poflefllon of the Reverend Mr« 
Ball of Newlands, a few miles from Mon- 
mouth, may not prove an unacceptable 
regale. 
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It is made of oak without any cover* 
ing, and is fufpended by two iron rings, by 
which it receives motion on the lead touch 
or a6tion of the child j it is three feet long, 
one foot four deep, and one foot fix wide^ 
it is ornamented at the top of the fuppor« 
ters, which are o6lagonal, with two birds, 
refemblmg eagles, but their beaks are bro« 
ken off. The following anecdote relative to 
Troy houfe^ extrafted from the " Apo- 
** thegms of the Earl of Worcefter,'^ it is 
prefumed will be thought not unworthy a 
place in thjs work. 

•• Sir Thomas Somerfet, brother to the 
** Marquis of Worccfter, had a houfe which 
*• was called Troy, five miles from Rhaglan 
** caftle. This Sir Thomas being a com* 
'< pipte gentleman, delighted much in fine 
" gardens and orchards, where by the bene- 
'' fit of art, the earth was made fo grateful 
^* to him at the fame time, that the king 

'' (Charles 
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V' (Charles the firft) happened to be ^t his 
^' brother's houfe^ that it yielded him where* 
"^ withal to fend his brother a prefent ; and 
fuch an one as (the times and the ieafons 
conddered) was able to make the king 
believe^ that the fovereign of the planets 
had now changed the poles, and that 
Wales (the refufe and the outcaft of the 
*' fair garden of England) had fairer and 

V riper fruit than England's bowels had 
on all her beds. This preient, given to 

*/ the marquis, he would not fufFer to be 
prefented to the king by any hand but 
*^ his own. In comes thq marquis then, at 
t* the end of the fupper, led by the arm, 
•• with a flow pace, exprefling much Spanifli 
♦* gravity, with a filver difti in each hand, 

V filled with rarities ; and a little bafket on 
** his arm as a refervc, when making his 
" obcifance he thus fpeaks : May it pleale 
" yoyr Majefty, if the four elements could 
^' have been robbed to have entertained yovir 
i . . ' " Majefty^ 
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^* Majcfty, I think I had but done my duty^ 
*^ but I muft do as I may. If I had fent 
*^ to Briftol for fome good diings to enter* 
^ tain your Majefly, that would have been 
*< no wonder at alL If I had procured 
*^ from London^ fome goodnefs that might 
♦* have been acceptable to your Majefty, that 
•* would have been no wonder. But here I 
" preient you, Sir, (placing his diflies upon 
•* the table) with that which came not from 
^^ Lincoln that was, nor London that is, 
** nor York that is to be, but from Troy.'* 
Whereupon the king fmiled and anfwered 
the marquis ; " Truly my Lord, I have heard 
•* that com grows where Troy town flood j 
*• but I never thought there had grown any 
•* apricots before." Whereupon the mar- 
quis replied, ** Any thing to pleafe your 
*• Majefty/' When my lord marquis del- 
parted the prefence, one told him that he 
would make a very good courtier 5 remem- 
ber well, replied the marquis, that I faid 
.: . one 
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one thing which may gjlve fome hojpes o£ 
me : Any thing to pleafe your m^efty. 

Amidst a rich though hilly fcenery^ 
beautiful in its forms and happily diverfified 
by a multitude of fmall farms> that exhibit 
evident marks of improving cultivation in 
thisy yet very improvable, though fertile 
country, we reach Redbrook. Here a con-^ 
fiderable manufadtory of iron and tin gives 
a new and pleating variety to the fcenery 
and buftle on our river. Some of the iron 
ore uied here comes from Coldfoid, and 
other places in the neighbourhood of die 
foreft of Dean, but the greater part is 
brought from Lancafhire. 

About a mile and a half below Red* 
brook, the Wye receives a further fupply 
from a fmall ftream called Whitebrook ; 
about the diftance of a mile from whence 
ftands St. Briavars Caftle. It is fituated on 
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an eminence, and though fo near the iiver» 
is from the water too indiftin£^ an object: 
for the pencil. This is to be regretted, as 
the woody declivities on each fide of it are 
beautiful in their forms, and diiplay a fcene 
uncommonly rich and elegant } but oii 
quitting the boat we found a nearer view of 
the caftle, well worthy a place in this work, 
and a proper ornament of its fubje6fc. The 
annexed iketch exhibits a north eaft view of 
the caftle, and the remains of the moat 
that in part furrounded it. 

Thb diftant Monmouthfhire hills form 
a good termination to the fcene, while the 
adjoining church and general face of the 
landfcape'preients a view, in its ftyle and 
and charader, materially varying from any 
we have yet met with. From the remains 
of this caftle it appears to have been a place 
of great ftrength, and of confiderable ex- 
tent ; it was buj|( by Mile%^ Earl of Here- 

R ford^ 



lord, in the reign of King Henry L whdfe 
tiiini ion named Mahd, Camden inform* 
us, was here overtaken by ^ God^s judg«> 
^ ments for Us rapacious ways^ inhuman 
^* cruelties, and boundlefe avarice. For 
** being courteoufly enrertained here by 
^ Walter de Clifford^ the caftle taking firei 
^ he loA his life by the fall of a ftone on 
•• his hcad^ from the higheft tower.** The 
cuftody of St. Briavars, with the Foreft of 
Pean, was granted to John de Monemouth^ 
in the eighteenth year of King Jc^n. The 
Earl of Berkeley is the prefent conftable, 
and the Duke of Beaufort^ under whoie di- 
rection tlie caftle is kept in a ^3od date of 
repair, is lord of the manor. The tower in 
she weft front is now uTed as a priibn. 
From hence, the views of the fiirrounding 
country are extenfive and beautiful > and 
here the meandering of the Wye plants the 
landfcape, as in its general courfe, and 
^reads* richnefs and fertility in the vallies 

through 
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through which it ftows^ Returning to our 
boat we palled Big*s Weir^ near which, on 
the bank of the Wye» is the feat of General 
Rooke^ whole father captured Gibraltan 

Jr is fituated in die midft of a rich paC- 
turage, and commands a full view of the 
river, and that interefling variety of moving 
obje6fcs, which its bufy commerce here pre« 
lents. Amidft a range of beautiful fcenery, 
we pafs the pkafant village of Llandogar 
about a mile below. Here the river forms 
a fmooth and glafly bay, through which the 
white failed veflel is ieen conftantly gliding, 
or lying moored on the fhore to take in her 
freight. The undulating hills, called the 
Hudnells, form a beautiful back ground to 
this charming fcene, of which the annexed 
view will give a faint idea« 

A LiTTLB below is Cadithil Weir, from 

whence we dropped pleafantly down the 

R 2 ftream 
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fiream to anodier village called Brook's 
Wdr» whkh is confidn'ed a half way dif- 
tance from Monmoijith to Chepftow* At 
this place the ^oods fept fraq Mk>nmoath 
are ihipped and conveyed in larger vefiels to 
BriftoK The river, in 9p. e^Qr meandering 
courle, foon brought us within view of the: 
moft picturefque object on its banks, the 
fplendid and very el^gapt ruin gf Tintern 
Abbey, 

*( Thefe are fo'r feenet wbere if art whilom trod, 
** Led by die worft of guides fell tyranny, 
** And with left faperftition, we now trace 
** Her footftept with delight ; and pleas'd revere 
** What oace we Ihould have hated/' 

Approaching this fublime and fequef-^ 
tered fpot, the enthufiaftic lover of fiDipli« 
city in art and mature, the admirer of the 
pifturefque and bj^autiful., the antiquary 
and the moralift will feel the effed, as it 
were, of enchantment, and become loft al- 
moft in a pleating melancholy. The fteepy 

hills. 



( ^33 ) 

IkillSy the hanging woods, the rolling 
ftream, the nodding rain, the furviving 
monuments of fallen grandeur and beauty 
in decay ; the conftru£ied fpace^ the fUUnefs 
and retirment, all confpire to imprefs the 
qiind with awe, and for a moment withdraw 
from its vain purfuit of wealth and power, 
and abftra£i it from the world. On this re- 
inain, 9 very able writer has remarked^ that 
*( were the building ever fo beautiful, in« 
** compafTed as it is with ihabby houles, it 
*^ could make no appearance from the ri* 
^' ver/* In this we eflfentially differ, and 
prefent the annexed view in fupport of our 
opinion. Here every cottage appears as it 
really exifts on the fpot ; and the petty, or 
if you pleafe paltry accompaniments to 
which he alludes, appear to us fo far from 
dimiiiifhing the grandeur of the general 
efFe£i', that they ferve rather on the con- 
trary as a fcale, and give magnitude to the 
p/incipal object. 

The 
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Tks ruined win4pw9, piliars, and 
IDOuldings are all oif t^em veiy elegant fpe« 
i^imens of the moft perfeft ftyle of Gothic 
architecture. Tl^t wreck and dcfoUticHi to 
wludi ihp levolutic^ of opinion^ the wafte^ 
&1 rapacity and tyranny of Henry^ had' 
iubje£bjed this lovely fpot» WQuld have pre-^ 
fented only marks of violence^ and under 
the pretence of religion, the ravaging arm 
of an unprincipled barbarian. It is to the 
gender tyn^nny, ^ iiknt and progreffive 
ravages^ oE time^ that we owe many of 
thofe delicate touches and features of beauty^ 
that embellifh this elegant and interefting 
mill. Thefe l^ave contributed to fi^en 
down the fharper edges of the chiflel, and, 
by bknding its variegated tufts of mofs, 
and fpreading and overhanging with its 
loofe drapeiy, and many tinted greens, the' 
highly wrought ornaments and fculpture of 
the place, have given to the whole a richnef^ 
and mellownefs, far beyond the reach of art. 

The 
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*. Tut finall gothic Gate at the etitrance 
from the water, was evidently an adjunct 
of the abbejTi and the j^maining fmal) 
buildings ac^oinihg, formed part of its ottt^ 
^tes. The abbey was founded A. D. 1 1 3 1« 
by Walter de Clafe^ for monks of the CiC^ 
terciftn order; and dedicated to Saint Mary. 
About the time <^ the revolution^ here were 
thirteen reli^ous houfes, whofe eflates were 
eftimated according to Dugdale at one hun* 
dred and ninety«two poundst one Ihilling 
and four pfcnce per annum. The fite was 
granted in the twenty*eighth of Henfy the 
VIII. to Henry Earl of Worcefter, from 
whom it has defeended to the prefent Duke 
of Beaufort. 

On entering this fublime ruin the mind 
is ftruck with a reverentid and religious 
awe : a feniation which can be no more ex- 
prefled by words, than it can in this full ex^, 
tent be excited by all the graces of Grecian 

propor* 
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propQitions» and all the deceiidei of oitko* 
dox worfhip. The noble cluftered columml 
form a beautiful fcene in per(pe£tive i and, 
while fome of the rich Oodiic omamentf 
and pointed arches aboire» prefent tfaemfdvea 
as if magically fufpendedt and raiie an idea 
<^ grandeur, accompanied^ if not with alarm 
with fome degree of furprife, the various 
ruinated fragments of capitals and pillars 
below^ which lie fcattered indifcriminately 
and in part overgrown and buried in beds 
of wild flowers and verdant tendrils, create 
an interefting diforder, and fuggeft ideas, 
though perhaps of a melancholy tinge, yet 
£> f ar from a diftreffing nature as to lull the 
mind to a repoie, congenial to the general 
turn of the furrpunding fcenery. 

The fmooth and trim manner in which 
^e ground is here kept, is not, according to 
our conception, very much in unifon with 
the aflemblage of objefts around, where 

broken* 
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brokennefs and irregularity are the principal 
and leading features of the place^ the tame* 
nefs and uniformity produced by it^ are in- 
congruous and out of character. 

The weftern window, although in point 
of proportion rather too wide for its height, 
is yet a curious fpecimen of the ancient Go- 
thic, and no contemptible ftudy for one who 
is fbitten with a true paflion for the an* 
tique. The roof of the building is entirely 
fallen in, and with it ibme of the pillars are 
loft, but their bafcs ftill remain above the 
furface of the ground, fo as to enable the 
antiquary, if he has the leaft of the archi- 
te£t about him, very eafily to give a ground 
plot of the whole. 

In the middle of the nave, the lofty 
arches which once fupported the fteeple, rife 
high above the reft } but though they retain 

S their 
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their foniis, they are reduced to a matl 
ridge of ftone. 

The neighbouring iron works belonging 
to Mr. Tanner of Monmouth, will afford 
a different fcene^ and fliould be vifited by 
every travellen Here the quiet and repofe 
of the cottage ift happily ccmtr^ed by the 
activity and buftle of the forge. 

In pafling along the river fide to the 
iron works, many beautiful paiTages in land- 
fcape prefent themfelves } they are compofed 
of woody and diverfified hills, fimilar to 
thofe adjoining to the ^bey, but heightened 
by the bufy fcenes of the labourer and ar*'* 
tificer, conftantly employed in the adjacent 
manufactory. The iron works are princi- 
. pally fupplied from Furnefs in Lanca(hire 
with ore, which is difblved by the blafVs of 
immenfe bellows that are worked by means 
S z of 
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of cylinder pumps. The bed qualities of 
the ore ve feparated from the drofs by a 
water wheel and hammers^ by which opera- 
tion conliderable quantities of pure metal 
are coUe£led> and the powder is fold to the 
glafs houfes« Various foi|;es are here con- 
trived for the purpofe of forming the muti- 
lated ore into proper fizes, from the largeft 
bar of iroOi to the fmalleft wire. 
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SECTION X. 

JlJeNDING our courfe down the Wye 
we pafs a promontory, from whence the 
eaftem extremity of the abbey prefents it- 
felf ; but here aU is flat and uninterefting, 
compared with the fcene we have juft quit* 
ted. In this point of view the tottering 
and folitary pillar, remaining in the centre 
of the great eaft window, appears to be 
fcarce able to fupport itfelf ; thus circum- 
ftanced it is fortunate for the antiquary that 
very little of the fabric depends upon it, 
or a great part of that venerable ftru£bure 
would, ere long, inevitably come to the 
ground with it. 

Wb were foon deprived of any further 
view of this elegant remain by a flrong 
wind and tide, which quickly hurried us 

down 
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down the ftream ; but fcenes like thefe, on 
which the mind has long dwelt in plea« 
iing meditation, are not ea(ily ef&ced by 
a mere change of place : they on the con* 
trary are rather cherifhed by the preceding 
fcenery, by the gloom of the rock, the re- 
pde of the meadow, and the ftillnefs of the 
gliding ftream ; nor do they disappear till 
we mix in the bufy hum of men, till we 
plunge into the more tumultuous icene of 
human life and human paffions. 

Having pafTed much beautiful fcenery 
nearly of the ftyle and chara^er of that 
which we witneflfed about Tintem, here we 
again difcover the eaftem bank of the Wye 
icreened with rocky fubftances, not unlike 
thofe at Coldwell. Thefe fubftances are 
called the Thorn, and Black Cliffs. The 
water at this place is much difcoloured, and 
acquires a thick and clayey hue, evidently 
produced by the influx of the tide, which is 

here 
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kere very vifiblc, and which from the Severn 
fea, and the low marfhy land on its ihores is 
fo impregnated mth mud^ and imports it in 
fuch quantities as to foul the pearly trefles 
of the Wye, even to a degree of deformity. 



— <« The torrent flood, 

*< Thy molten chryftal fills with mttd, 

** Tho* thy lofty bead be crown'd 

^ With many a tower and terras round.' 



We now approach the rocks that ter«* 
minate the grounds of Persfield; thefe are 
tremendous proje£lions hanging over the 
river, and in their form refemhie ib many 
baftions of a caftle. They are twelve in 
number, and bear the name of the Twelve 
Apoftles ; a thirteenth in the fame range is 
terminated by a flender ftone about five 
feet in height, which is called St. Peter^s 
Thumb. In this fpot we are ftruck with 
a wonderful reverberation of found, fuch 
as muft afford A curious fpeculation to the 

philofo- 
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pliilofophical inquirer into the nature and 
properties of air, and that conformation of 
earth and rock and woody accompaniment, 
which are neceffary to produce with fuch 
continued repercuflion, an echo fo clear and 
diflinft. A little below thefe rocks a perfon^ 
ibme years ago, fell unhurt from an im- 
menfe height into the woods on the margin 
of the river. This almoft miraculous inter* 
pofition on his behalf, wrought very little 
efFe£t upon his life and manners, for fb 
hardened and incapable was he of being 
a£ted upon, either by the recolle^ion of 
mercies or the dread of puniihment, that, 
having not long after attended the execution 
of a friend for a robbery, he conceived in 
his mind the plan of a fimilar crime, per- 
petrated it, and fufFered the fame fate. So 
that his refcue from a watery grave Teems to 
have ferved little purpofe beyond that of ve* 
rifying the adage, that he, who is deftined 
to the halter, may brave the precipice tmd 

the 
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the flood. A little lower down the river 
we pafs the rocks, from the fudden and pre- 
cipitate fall they prcfent, called the Lover's 
Leap. Had he not happily been caught by 
the flirubbery planted below, Mr. Morris 
the former poffcflbr, had here fallen a facri- 
ficc to his paflion for thofe fimple charms of 
nature, which he explored and drefled with 
a correfpondent tafle. He added to their va- 
riety without leflfening their intereft. Since 
that time a profeflfed improver has been let 
in 9 and the confequence, not the natural 
confequence, has been that with his roller 
and (hears, infipid uniformity has identified 
the ever changeful fcene ; and the (lime of 
this fnail has fcarce lefs deformed its dells, 
its craggy hills, and its groves, than has the 
mud of the Severn that polluted its waters. 
To prevent any fuch accident in future this 
gentleman foon after fixed a rail on the ^gt 
^f the precipice. By a fteep and unpleafant 
path, the traveller, from thele rocks, has 

T fomc* 
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Iboietiiixs nibendfid to die grounds of fen^ 
£cki. A circular focnd of the river now di£^ 
played to our view the noble ruin of Cfaep«* 
^w caftle. The lituatkxi of this vener.i^ 
sble buUdmg is ilxiking* It is built on the 
fiimnut of an Immsnk perpendicular rode, 
tato which it appeals rivetted^ or rather to 
iw gcowmg out of it } as from the t(^ of 
ibfi battlements, down to the baib of the diflT 
«D the raai^ o£ the river^ it is one contiU 
suod range of prepipioe* 

This majeflk remain,, is from the pre- 
lent point of view peculiarly interefting, and 
in its t&€t highly pt£turefque. The an» 
i:i£nt Gothic entrance partly in ruin, the ir* 
r£galar breaks and prominencies in the ge- 
nerd form of the buildings whidi is a mix* 
tare of the Norman and Saxon Jdyle, are in 
many parts overgrown with large clumps of 
ivy and variegated fhrubs, fbmetimes beauti-* 
lolJy duftered among the fragments of th^ 

caftle. 
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csftltf, dUd agaia £iliiiig^ dowtt and dM^QKuif 
the white and awMf «]^ below. 

T»8 adjoiniftg: Bridgs fMm- its ha^kt^ 
fingular conArtt^lfiGA^ and relaEtivc fituation 
to the caftle has a romantic air, and is wdi 
calculated to give general effeft to the land** 
icape, 

0^7 theof)^pofi«e(hMe,thecfifferentfennfl 
of the cliffs and nch verdure witfi winch 
they are cloat&ed, and the mafts of t&e ve^ 
Ms from behind the bridge breaking on the 
«ye» complete the icene, and render it al^- 
together a happy group of objefis for the 
pencil. This bridjgc id built with timber^ 
and ^e boaf^s which compose the floor, 
are fb laid as to yield to the water and pl^ 
fome inches* It is feventy feet abov^ the 
iurface of the river, and is fo conftru6^ed 
in confequence of the impetuoiity of the 
tkle^ which^ ju& as it ni(hes m from the Se«i 
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vem iea, being here fuddenly confined 
within a narrow channel, is frequently 
known to have rifen forty feet. As it 
divides the counties of Gloucefter and Mon- 
mouth, it is |»pt in repair 9t th^r jornt* 
expence^ 

AccoiDiNO to ibme accounts, Chep« 
flow caftle appears formerly to have occupied 
a confiderable fpace of ground, not lefs it is 
prefumed thai;i five acres. About fix hun^ 
dred years fiQce, it was rebuilt by Gilbert 
Earl of Pembroke, furnamed Strpngbow, 
This Gilbert was fecond fon of Gilbert de 
Clare, from him it came after various grants 
to Charles Somerfet, a fon of the third Duk? 
of Beaufort, afterwards Earl of Worcefter, 
and from him it dpf(:ended tp the prefenf 
duke. 

The premifes have been for many 
years under « leafe for live$, the laft of 

which 
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which is at prefent in 1794, an aged womaa 
who (hews the caftle in which (he was bora« 
Amongft the feveral buildings (till remain* 
ing, the chapel demands attention, it if 
fpacious and has been much ornamented. 
Twelve large niches with (itmcircular arches 
over them, are formed in the walls. They 
have feats which are chair high above the 
floor. The u(es to which they were ap* 
propriated is not clearly afcertained. The 
grand entrance on the eafl: (ide, is a noble 
and venerable remain of the Norman ftile 
of building, it (tands between two lofty 
towers, and is in a good (late of pre(erva^ 
tion. Much of the Roman wall, in the 
north we(t angle of the chapel, appears in 
the courfes of bricks between the ftone fa« 
cings. 

In iJfw dvil di(rentions of the laft cen- 
tury, this caftle was con(idered of great im- 
portance 
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portance to both parties, and a garnfon wat 
CDntinaed here after the reftoraticHi. A ipa« 
cious q)artment is ftiU fherni in which 
Henry Martin, one of the king's judges, was 
confined a cloie prilbner for twenty feveit 
years*. 

Tbb. fife of this remarkdble man was 
fpmcAr he having farrexklered himfelf con- 
formabfe to the proclamation ifliied, when 
that e^nt took place. His eftates in Berk- 
tbitCy which were confiderable, were fequef^ 
teredy and here he refided dll x68o, when 
according to Anthony Wood, he died fiid« 
denly while at dinner, at the age of 78* 
He was buried in Chepftow church, and on 
Hs tonh fione wetae engrwed the following 
lines. As they are now obliterated and are 
faid to have been written by himfelf, they 
may be thought worth, prefendng. The 
Epit:^^ is an Acroftic . 

H 8 a E^ 
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HERE, SEPTEMBER THE NINTH; 

WAS BURIED 

A TRUE ENGLISHMAN^ 

Who in Berklhu'ey was well known 

To love his country's freedom 'bovc his own | 

But being immured fuU twenty jetr^ 

Had time to write as doth appear. 

HIS EPITAPH. 

H ere or elfiswhere, (alTs one to you^ to mt 
E arthy air, or water, gripes my gboftly diift, 
N one knows bow foon to be by fire fet free ; 
R eader if you an oft try'd rule wiB trufty 
Y ottll gladly do and fuffer what you muft* 

M y time wk fpent in ferving you, and you 
A nd death's my pay, it feems, and welcome too^ 
R evenge deftroytng but itfelf, while I, 
T o birds of prey leave my old cage and fiy. 
£ xamples preach to the eye : care then, mine layi^ 
N ot how you end, but how you ^nd your days. 

Some years after its interment, by or- 
der of the then clergyman, the body was 
removed to an obfcure fituation, diat the 

church 
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church might not be difgraced by containing 
the afhes of a regicide. Chepflow pari(h 
churchy formed a part of the old priory be- 
longing to the Benedi£tine monks founded in 
the reign of King Stephen. Leland fays this 

was a cell to Bermondfey abbey» but it does 
not appear to be (b in the Firft Fruits Office ; 
as no rent, or penfion by way of acknow- 
ledgement^ is there recorded to that ^bbey. 

The ftyle of building of this church 
is pure Norman, the arches of the nave are 
circular, which are fupported by fquare maf- 
five pillars in a very pcrfeft ftate. The en- 
trance to the weft front is in a very fine ftyle, 
of the fame archite£lure, the proportions 
are juft, and the pillars and mouldings are 
richly decorated in the tafte of that period. 
As we have quoted one monumental in- 
fcription, from this ancient receptacle of 
die dead, we flatter ourfelves that we may 
without making an obituary of this work, 

be 
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be permitted to contraft the two follow- 
ing. The firft was on a fea captain, who 
diedm 1774. 

The blufterous blafts, and Neptune's waves. 

Have toft me too, and fi-o i 
In fpice of all, by God's decree 
I harbour here below. 
Here I am anchored with many of our fleet. 
Bat we ihall (ail again, our Admiral Chrift to meer> 

The following is on John Davis, a 
jockey of this town, who feems determined 
in his technical phrafes to outdo, not only 
the captain, but to diflance all that may 
hereafter be faid on the fubje£t. 

'Tis vain to truft to human (hrength, or art^ 
When God doth ftrive, ye will fmall aid impart 
As my mi(hap, 'tho IkillM in riding, fhows 
That the Ahnighty, horfe and rider throws. 
Be then prepar'd, my friends, fince accidents 
May in an inftant hurry you from hence. 

From Chepftow by a very pleafant ride 

we vifited the charming grounds of Perf- 

U field 
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field a fpot where nature has been uncom' 
monly profufe, not only in the difpofitloa 
of the beautiful dopes and waving lawn9 
that enrich and compofe the grounds them^ 
ielves, but in the extenfive and diverfified 
fcenery that ilrikes the eye^ from every point 
of view. I have here felefled from amidft 
a profufion of magnificent and fafcinating 
ob]e£ls, rarely to be met with in this or any 
other country, a very cxtenfive fketch that 
includes Chepftow caftle, and the town be«> 
neath, together with the rocky cliflfs defign* 
ed as it were by nature to bound the courfe 
of the Wye, whofe beautiful meandering 
extends for a diftance of three miles^ and 
then lofes itfclf in the greater waters of the 
Severn. Here 



« ?lcasM Vaga pour'd 



** His fea greenf ftreams, deep murmuring beneath 
*^ The hanging bowers and glittering rocks ; while wide 
•* The rougher Severn ftretch'd bis arm, biftrew'd 
^ With (hining failsi to the capacious cc«aa/' 

This 
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Tms enchanting fcene is bounded by 
(he GlQuceftcrfliire and- Sotnerfetfhire hills^ 
«nd affords a fubjedt for landfcape, mor^ 
(ublirne and pifturefquc than the nnofl: fer- • 
tile im^ginatipn can conceive. An attempt 
to defqribc every beautiful object that pre- 
fents itfelf within the circuit of thele 
grounds, would in the recital be tedious and 
uninterelling, I (hall therefore only obferve, 
that the fcenery on this fpot is perpetually 
diverfificd, and nature every where rifes be* 
yond the reach of art. The enclofed view^ 
though I may in my attempt have merited 
the praife of fidelity, will I fear convey but 
a faint and unimpreffive idea of that fcenery 
wluch is adapted only to the talent and peii<» 
cU of a Claude Lorraine. 

In contemplating this magnificent andl 

ftupendous afTemblage of nature and art^ 

we are led as it were initin£tively to deplore 

the melancholy reverfe of fortune, that fad^ 

U 2 denci| 
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dened the lafl: days of the original defigner 
and J vncr of this charming ipot ; of him 
whofe elegant mind and munificent hand 
could, out of the rode uncultivated mafs, 
proje6l: and raife to the higheft ftate of per- 
fe£lion a monument of tafle, that muft 
remain an ornament to his country. 

We could not take our leave of Chep- 
ftow, without giving a retrofpe£tive view of 
the cadle, and its tremendous rocky bafo 
and diftant fcenery over which we had juft 
paired. The romantic bridge and bufy fcene 
on the water, all combined to dd the land** 
fcape, and to give a further illuftration of 
this fafcinating place. Chepftow, the grand 
and central port of the commerce of our 
river, is here finely difplayed by the throng 
that lined the wharf, and the grove of trad- 
ing veffels through which we pafTed. The 
lofty and high impending fcreen of rocks, 
on either fide the riv^r, rendered our pafiage 

down 
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down the ftream delightful. Amongft thele 
the red rocks and Hardwick clifF are pecu- 
liarly attraftive, in the latter many large 
appertures have been dug that are paiTable, 
and extend forty, or fifty yards from the 
entrance^ and in the vicinity is a remarkable 
fine well of water, that gives the name of 
Thornwell to a beautiful range of woods^ 
adjoining the termination of Hardwick cliff. 

The annexed view of what are called 
the Red Rocks, will give a general idea of the 
face of the river, in our paflTage down to the 
mouth of the Wye, where we found the 
tide uncommonly rapid, and where if the 
wind is brifk, the waters are troublefbm^ 
rough. 

It is here matter of much regret, that 
we cannot with fidelity introduce the dif- 
tant Severn^ which would have rendered the 
view more complete^ At £wen*8 rocks« 

al>ot|t 
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about a ratio below, that noble river breaks 
extenfively on the eye, and prefents a beau* 
tiful fcene, but it is altx^ether an inferior 
pne to that before us. 

At the conflux of the Wye, or in the 
incinity of Beachley, (the old pafTage houfe) 
the Severn is feen to greater advantage. The 
diftant hills of Gloucefterfliire and Somer-. 
fetfhire, beautifully interfering each other 
in varied tints* while intervemng obj^b of 
cables, villages, and manfions of the wealf 
thy and great on the oppofite fhore, richly 
diverltfy and compleat the whole. The diP> 
tance, compofed of Walton hills about ten 
miles below, breaks beautifully on the eye, 
and forms a happy termination acro6 King'si 
road and the ^riftol channel. 

From hence the groups of veflels that 
are conftantly moored near the mouth of the 
Priftol Avon, although at a diftan^e of near 

three 
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tllree mllesi are perfe£Uy diflinguifkableV 
Yhe immenfe quantity of fhipping perpetu* 
ally pafling and repaffing before the eye, 
convey a magnificent idea, both of that ce- 
lebrated mart of our country, the city of 
BriftoU and of the extenfive commerce of 
the Severn, a river, memorable and facred 
almoft as the wizard Dee in ancient fong } 
a torrent before the grandeur of whofe flood, 
our more beautiful Wye feels diminilhed and 
fubmits her humbler and tributary ftream, a 
torrent whofe guardian fpirit we fhall at 
another, and we truft no very diftant day 
hope to invoke^ and with 



^ Shepherds in the feftival of peace 

^ Carol her goodnefs loud in ruftic lays, 

<< And throw fweet garland wreaths into her ftream 

^ or pahfies, pinks, and gaudy daffodils* 
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